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or Yehuda Koppel 
azer for the Americas 
Al Israel Airlines 


Dear Major Koppel: 


It gives me the utmost pleasure to 

be able to tell you how highly each 
and every one of us who made the 
recent Pilgrimage to Isreel regards 
the sérvice of El Al Israel Airlines, 
I have myself crossed the ocean many 
times, but at no time did the service, 
comfort, or safety ever surpass that 
which we enjoyed from El Al. 


Our recollection is and will remain 
vivid in terms of our total experie 
ence in Israel, but no aspect of it 
will evoke greater appreciation or 
profounder gratitude than will the 
efficiency, the courtesy, the under- 
standing, and the kindliness of your 
executives and staff. 


With kindest personal regards, I am, 
Cordially yours, 


Maurice N. Bisendrath 


EUALASRAEL AIRLINES 
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The “For” in Reform 


THE BELITTLERS of Reform Judaism— 
the tribe doth decrease—are wont to 
say that it is a “negative’’ movement, 
hased on oppositions rather than affir- 
mations. If the charge ever had valid- 
ity it has less so now. But those who 
want to know what Reform is for need 
only to refer to the resolutions passed 
by last April’s biennial assembly of 
the UAHC. The merest outline of the 
action taken provides a glimpse of 
what the movement officially espouses 
and what every Reform Jew ought to 
be committed to. By their votes the 
delegates put the Reform movement 
on record for: 

1) Coordination of the work of na- 
tional Jewish organizations defending 
the good name of the Jew. This was 
accomplished in two resolutions, one 
reconfirming support for the National 
Community Relations Advisory Coun- 
cil and the other offering the good 
offices of the UAHC in reconciling the 
differences between the NCRAC and 
groups which have withdrawn from it. 

2) Intensified adult Jewish educa- 
tion. 

3) Emphasis upon the spiritual note 
in the observance of the tercentenary 
of American Jewish life. 

4) The closest fraternal relationship 
with the people of Israel, “the land of 
our fathers, the cradle of our faith.” 

5) Constant vigilance against Com- 
munism and “its continuing danger to 
America and world freedom.” 

6) The condemnation of “irrespon- 
sible attacks upon individuals” by 
“hysteria-producing inquisitors.” 

7) The amendment of the McCar- 
ran-Walter Immigration Act. 

8) The ban on genocide. 

9) Freedom of public schools from 
“irresponsible attacks . . . exaggerat- 
ing the small number of subversive 
teachers out of all proportion to the 
true facts.” 

10) Freedom of the pulpit; as well 
as the right of the pew to take issue 
with rabbinical utterances. 

11) The expansion of the Reform 
movement through the establishment 
of a Million Dollar Foundation to aid 
new congregations, more generous sup- 
port of the Combined Campaign to 
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Editorial Comment 


maintain the Union and the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion, and the setting up of more 
UAHC regional offices. 

Here is at least a partial reply for 
a Reform Jew who is asked, “What 
does your movement stand for?” 


Rabbis Wanted 


Give us a rabbi, said the man from 
Dublin. Give us a rabbi, echoed the 
delegates from Amsterdam, Rome, 
Berlin, and Bombay. Those calls were 
made last July in London at the re- 
cent convention of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. Evidence was 
clear at that great mobilization of 
Jewish liberal religious forces that 
many communities were 
ready for Reform Judaism, but lacked 
rabbinical guidance. The same plea 
for the inauguration of a Reform pro- 
gram was repeatedly made to Dr. 
Eisendrath and his fellow pilgrims 
during their visit to Israel last May. 

Despite a $150,000 rise in Combined 
Campaign receipts (for a 1952-1953 
total of $1,371,791), both the UAHC 
and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion are still too 
saddled with debts to be able quickly 
to supply our brethren abroad with 
rabbis and synagogual experts. It is to 
be hoped, however, that a realization 
of the obligation we owe to the rest of 
the world in terms of spiritual suste- 
nance will spur many to new and 
greater support of the cause of Reform 
Judaism. In many temples special 
Combined Campaign appeals will take 
place during the High Holy Days. May 
the universalism of the High Holy Day 
ritual evoke favorable responses to 
this sacred enterprise! 


overseas 


Greetings 


The officers and executive board of 
the UAHC, its affiliates and its staffs, 
extend to all Jews everywhere heart- 
felt good wishes for a happy 5714, and 
they pray that the new year will wit- 
ness the advent of an era bright with 
brotherly love and world-wide peace. 
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What Do You Want 
from Your Rabbi? 


by William Kramer 


ee WERE seated very comfort- 


ably around the dinner table, a group 
of rabbis who, like all “professionals” 
getting together, drifted naturally to 
“talking shop.” I can’t remember who 
brought up the topic but soon we 
found ourselves discussing the phe- 
nomenon of the Jew with little or no 
Jewish education and no family tra- 
dition who seems suddenly to “get 
religion.” 

Right around the table each of the 
colleagues was able to give one or 
more instances from his own ministry 
on how So-and-So suddenly became 
very “active.” The men took pride and 


pleasure in these events until the 
Devil's Advocate among us asked, 


“Well, rabbis. and just what did you 
do to bring the change about?” 

If silence could be sold the silence 
that followed would have represented 
considerable capital. One rabbi volun- 
teered that despite the fact that he 
was at least in a small way a dynamic 
preacher, his sermons hadn’t been re- 
sponsible. Another offered that it 
wasn’t just because somebody’s chil- 
dren entered the religious school; he 
remembered _ times childless 
couples or individuals had come home 
to Judaism. A third offered the thought 
that the temple bulletin and publicity 
could do little more than initiate such 
a transformation. And the rabbi with 
the “best” Sisterhood and Brother- 
hood said that these groups hadn’t 
done the deed. 

More silence broke out. The sug- 
gestion that broke the quiet was that 
maybe those who found a new faith 
were just mystics that you couldn't 
account for. This was an answer but 


when 


not a satisfactory one. 

At last. the Devil’s Advocate asked, 
“What was your first contact with 
these people?” The amazing thing that 





Rabbi William M. Kramer is a writer and 
organizing rabbi of the new Congregation 
Faith and Torah in Los Angeles. 


followed was that each man gave sub- 
stantially the same answer: in every 
first contact had 
connection with a pastoral service of 
the rabbi. 


case the been in 


One rabbi remembered that he had 
given a few words of encouragement 
and guidance at his study to a man 
who with a family 
recalled the first 
took place in the hospital, another 
after a funeral. And so it went. 


came problem. 


Another meeting 


The consensus reached was that the 
rendering of a personal service by the 
rabbi on a problem that dealt with 
Jewish ethics, religious guidance or 
consolation was the beginning in each 
case. And then the complaints came. 
The men present at the table agreed 
that they felt the greatest spiritual 
thrill of their ministries when they 
gave Jewish pastoral help to individ- 
uals and families. They agreed that 
this was the backbone of their calling. 
They agreed that this was the finest 
translation of the abstracts of faith to 
meet the concrete needs of the Jewish 
community. They agreed to all this, 
but they also pointed out that it was 
almost impossible to resist the calls on 
them as public relations experts, so- 
cial chairmen, free public speakers for 
any and all, interfaith specialists, book- 
administrators of 
and synagogues, and even bookkeep- 
ers, mailing clerks and semi-custod- 
ians, not to mention preaching, teach- 
ing and studying. 

They involved in their 
ministry to the Gentiles and in their 
fiscal responsibilities in order to keep 


reviewers, schools 


were’ so 


their positions secure and their con- 
gregations solvent that the pastoral 
work which seemed to them most to 
justify a ministry and most to fortify 
the spiritual needs of the rabbi was 
neglected. 

This informal group agreed that if 
the synagogue is to be a living insti- 
tution of faith and not just another 
B’nai B'rith, Na- 


community center, 


tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, or adjunct of the “New York 
Times Book Review,” the work of the 
rabbi as pastor must be better inter- 
preted and a demand must be created 
among the laity that the rabbi be freed 
for their vital work. 

Most rabbis are better equipped and 
certainly more dedicated to bring Ju- 
daism’s healing message to Jewry than 
they are to arrange dances and rent 
out meeting rooms in the temple or 
do a host of other secondary things. 
The rabbi can’t do everything, but he 
finds himself constantly involved in 
doing things for which he is just an- 
other layman or which fail to give 
him the religious sustenance that for- 
tines his ministry. 

Those of us who sat around the 
table ask you, the members of the 
Reform temples who read AMERICAN 
JupaisM, for your suggestions on this 
problem. If you say, “After all, rabbis, 
you are our leaders, you decide,” then 
the rabbis say, “It is true. but we are 
also servants and your em- 
ployees.” 

Of course, there is another possi- 
bility: maybe the American Jewish 
wants the protection of 


your 


community 
being a group apart—even for inter- 
faith—more than it wants the heart 
and sinew of a living faith that is con- 
cerned with satisfying the spiritually 
hungry and strengthening our indi- 
vidual and community souls. 

There are rabbis who need counsel- 
ing from you laymen in order that 
they may be better able to counsel 
you and bring the values of Jewish 
experience and faith to your life. 

Dear layman, won’t you give your 
help? 

[As if in answer to the questions posed 
by Rabbi Kramer in the conclusion of 
his article, the following statement 
reached us just as we were going to 


press. The writer asked that his name 


be withheld.—Eb.] 


What I Expect of 
a Rabbi 


by an Average Layman 


W.. LD YOU BE INTERESTED in what 


I believe the average layman expects 
of his rabbi? 
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1. His primary interest should be 
his congregation. 

2. He should be involved personally 
in the joys and sorrows of his people, 
the first to arrive in moments of sor- 
row and among the first to visit the 
sick. In cases of prolonged illness, he 
should make several calls. 

3. He should have patience, under- 
standing and an open mind. 


0. RS IS A SMALL congregation in 


a New York suburb. Maybe that’s 
why he came to us. Occasionally, 
thanks to the inroads made by TV and 
other diversions, we have a sparsely 
attended Friday night service, but 
usually we can count on seventy or 
eighty of our hundred members. Serv- 
ices over, everybody makes a barely 
polite rush to the long table where 
our hostess for the evening has set 
out hot tea and her own home-baked 
goodies. Every scrap on the table 
disappears, but not before some lady 
has snitched a few of the bigger and 
better slices for John. He accepts 
them with a sheepish “You should’na 
done it” smile. 

He wore that same grin the first 
time | saw him. It was a welcome 
contrast to the sourness of our pre- 
vious caretaker who had left us  be- 
cause there was “too much = work.” 
John was caretaker for his own church 
where he had been a member for 
many years and a trustee before his 
retirement from “downtown.” “Down- 
town” was the name he gave to the 
large office building on lower Broad- 
way where he had been superintend- 
ent. His wife was dead, his son 
married and only Snooky, his ancient, 
long-haired dachshund, remained. John 
moved in with his widowed sister and 
looked around. 

“T hear you’re without a caretaker 
now, Rabbi,” said John to his next- 
door neighbor. “That church job [ do 
doesn’t take up all my time ’n’ I think 
I can help you fellows out until you 
find somebody. Don’t you mind a care 
about the money neither “cause [Il 
take anything they're willing to pay.” 
And so it was. just three years ago 
and none has stepped forth to claim 





Mr. Benjamin, a businessman, is the for- 
mer president of a congregation in Long 


Island. 
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4. He should be a calming influence 
and so intelligent that he never loses 
his temper. 

5. He should treat the poor and 
rich alike. 

6. He should be tactful, diplomatic, 
and stay away from temple politics. 

7. He should always “break” a so- 
cial date to keep a temple date. 

8. He should be more than a teacher 


John 


by Alan Benjamin 


his post. To tell the truth, we never 
looked for anyone else. 

Electric sockets which never worked 
before now did. “Out of Order” signs 
were removed from toilet booths. Van- 
dalism by neighborhood rowdies came 
to an abrupt end. They now had John 
to contend with. 

To our ladies, each a careful house- 
keeper, John wasn’t exactly the an- 
swer to cleanliness, that virtue next 
in importance to our prime function: 
Godliness. A somewhat dirty floor or 
cloudy window held little interest for 
him. He displayed his talents in other 
directions. For the High Holy Days, 
he freshly painted the altar, regilded 
the Star of David and neglected to 
turn in a bill for the paint. 


The Flood 


It wouldn’t be fair to say here that 
the Lord, too, was endeavoring to put 
John to the test but the fact does re- 
main that one day the clouds burst 
and poured their mighty torrents of 
water down upon us, down the hilly 
street to the bottom where stood our 
below-street-level synagogue. The sew- 
ers could not dispose of all the water 
and so a great deal of it came to rest 
in our house of worship. Lightning 
felled some trees and a couple of 
lamp posts. And yet none of this 
happened too fast for John and _ his 
recruited posse. They mopped and 
sopped and somehow got rid of the 
water. He sensed the danger of the 
fallen trees and posts and summoned 
the police. He also sensed the pub- 
licity value of the synagogue amidst 


trying to educate by speeches, prayer, 
and example: he should be a priest 
devoting his life to the service of man. 

9. He should strenuously strive to 
avoid the failings of ordinary people. 

10. He should be a real man of 
God. 

I believe I have met some Reform 
rabbis who met these standards. It 
has been done. It can be done. 


a forest of stricken trees all of which 
most miraculously had fallen the other 
way. John phoned the local newspaper 
to rush a photographer. Our carpeting 
was ruined by the flood and at the 
next meeting we took up a collection. 
Some gave a dollar or two, some a 
coin or two. I was there. I saw it. Yet, 
when John handed me the basket, 
there was a crumpled ten dollar bill in 
it. He never admitted it, though. 

The results of the flood stayed with 
us a few days longer. The phone was 
dead and the electric company prom- 
ised daily that they would reinstate 
the current. That was why we didn’t 
call off the annual date our ladies have 
when they act as hostesses at lunch- 
eon for the visiting delegates from 
other congregations in our county. 
The day came and there was no elec- 
tric power, although a house about a 
hundred feet further up the street had 
had theirs reinstated the day before. 
You must understand that our ladies 
hadn't the same bfigh opinion of John 
as we men had. The place would have 
remained dirty on the day of the 
luncheon if the gals hadn’t arrived in 
work togs the day before and cleansed 
it. Now all of this work was wasted. 
There was no electricity for lighting 
the place nor furnishing power for the 
oil burner that chilly late October 
afternoon. The ladies didn’t consult 
John but merely grumbled. 

John just chewed his tobacco and 
went about his own ways of solving 
the problem. The house next door was 
owned by a member of his church 
and John had no difficulty in persuad- 
ing her to let him tap an electric out- 
let. He dragged a long cable across 
the empty lot and brought the other 
end into our building. Dangling the 
looped electric cable, John asked quite 
simply, “Which would ya ruther have, 
lights or heat?” 

When the visiting delegates ar- 








rived they entered 4 warm auditorium 
charmingly lit by candles which 
burned in the myriad of candlesticks 
and menorahs which our ladies had 
quickly brought from their own homes. 
When the “ahs” had subsided the prin- 
cipal hostess rose and told the tale. 
John was brought out. There he stood 
in his work clothes. In his eyes a 
couple of tears glistened and from 
that moment forward John became our 
ladies’ man. He kept the place cleaner 
and they took turns helping. 

The carpet collection might have led 
us to realize his financial generosity 
but it was impossible to foretell how 
often and how touchingly it would be 
felt thereafter. We held our annual 
Sunday morning breakfast in order to 
raise funds for the United Jewish Ap- 
peal. A Methodist clergyman made 
the principal address, telling of the 
great need for succor for needy Jews 
all over the world. The name of each 
man present was called out and each 
responded by voicing his contribution. 
A red-faced, angry John shouted, 
“Parson, you've passed me up. I give 


twenty dollars.” We sucked in our 
breaths. 
Turnabout Night 

None of these generous acts was 


weighted with display or flourish. A 
few members were late in associating 
the individual acts with the over-all 
character of the man because in spite 
of all his fine and charitable deeds, 
he was a constant grumbler, always 
threatening to quit unless our children 


stopped breaking chairs or writing on 
walls. If he caught your ear, he would 
try to hold you forever, with a long, 
repetitious account of a loaded elec- 
tric circuit which required splicing or 
some other technicality which none 
save he understood. He wore his grip- 
ing like a disguise and I confess we 
were a long while in seeing through it. 

Turnabout Night was a successful 
innovation at our synagogue. That 
night the ladies escorted their men, 
paid for their tickets, helped them re- 
move their coats and checked them. 
After guests were seated a bevy of 
men with aprons brought out platters 
of food they had prepared. A. skit 
satirized a ladies’ meeting. 


A Baker, Too 


The high spot of the night was the 
judging of the cakes and pies made 
by contestants, all men. I had baked 
a pineapple upside down cake which 
won only my wife’s approval. Other 
entries were pies and cookies. There 
could be no doubt about the prize win- 
ner—it was unanimous. John’s drip- 
ping chocolate layer cake looked as 
though it been in Schrafft’s 
window but we knew he’d baked it 
himself. He said later that the prize 
belonged to his electric mixer. The 
cake was cut into the tiniest of bits 
so that all might sample it. Whether 
he’s shown it to before or not, 
John will grab any excuse to show you 
the wallet he won and tell you the 
entire story. 

The next 


had 


you 


incident occurred at an- 


What Is JJrayer 
Supposed to Accomplish? 


RABBI JULIUS J. NODEL, Temple 
Beth Israel, PORTLAND, ORE. 


Have I ever, in moments of stress or 
pain, staked my faith upon one throw of 
prayer? Have I made the passionate de- 
mands of my heart and my bodily needs a 
test case for God? Have I prayed for 
things for which I should have worked? 
Then I have not prayed! 

When the movements of my lips ex- 
pressed a supreme exaggeration of my own 
self-importance and my desires made me 
forget that I could not demand or expect 
God to suspend the laws of the Universe 


for my particular advantage . . . then, I 
have not prayed. 

When my prayer was a duty, or a spir- 
itual luxury, or an escape into the “vague 
recesses of the infinite,” then God did not 
hear it, for my cry was lost in the sniffles 
of hypocrisy. 

I have since learned that my life is not 
an island around whose shores, alone, the 
waters of healing wash away the sands 
of trouble. 

I have since learned that God does not 
barter His 
tolled Him. 

I have since learned to rise in prayer 


purposes because I have ex- 





other United Jewish Appeal break- 
fast. We were prepared for a pledge 
from John but not for what happened. 
After calling the names of our mem- 
bers, we next called his. In his Sun- 
day best he strode to the head of the 
table and stocked a heap of envelopes. 
He explained, “Now, you fellers have 
been givin’ me a few extry dollars 
every time you run some affair or rent 
the place out to some other organiza- 
tion. I take that money because ain’t 
nobody oughta work for nothin’. No, 
sir. But I knew that this breakfast 
was due and that all of ya dig into 
yer own pockets fer the other feller 
who ain’t as well off. In each of these 
envelopes is half of what ya paid me 
for the times ya ran each affair. Just 
half. Here it is. I didn’t count it.” 
The total sum isn’t important when 
you count dollars and cents. We all 
became busy lighting cigarettes and 
brushing breadcrumbs. Not one of us 
could talk. 

Later on I asked how he was getting 
on with his church job as caretaker 
there. “Oh, I didn’t tell ya. I had to 
give that up. Those fellers, they kin 
take care a themselves, but over here, 
ya need me. This place might fall 
apart.” And I’m sure of it. 

We're building an addition to our 
structure. We’ve served notice on the 
builder that there’ll be no nonsense. 
There'll be an inspector every day to 
see that we get value for our money. 
Don’t try to put anything over on 
our inspector. He knows his business. 
Whom else do we mean but our John? 


and with it to uplift myself to God’s 
purposes, 

I have since learned how to challenge 
each day and emerge the victor when I 
conquer myself through prayer. 


RABBI JOSHUA O. HABERMAN, 


Temple Har Sinai, TRENTON, N. J. 


Prayer says, “Some of my best friends 
are reasons, only I don’t depend on them.” 
The urge to pray is sounder than our rea- 
sons or explanations for prayer. Believing 
in God I want to pray even though I may 
not know exactly what prayer accom- 
plishes. 

In the final analysis no one knows how 
prayer works. Certainly God’s side of the 
question is totally beyond us. Who would 
venture to guess what God gets out of our 
prayer? 

As for the human side of the question, 
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namely, what prayer does for us, we may 
be certain of this: those of us who pray 
know from experience that we gain hope- 
fulness, serenity, strength. Prayer is like 
throwing a switch: it connects us with a 
current of unseen power, 


LEONARD E. STRONG, Suburban 


Temple, WANTAGH, N. Y. 


Any mature mind is forced to admit 
that prayer would be pointless if one could 
not be reasonably sure of success. But if 
prayer brings you, as it does me, closer to 
your God; if prayer helps you, as it does 
me, to find spiritual ease and comfort; if 
prayer enables you, as it does me, to reach 
down into that vast reservoir of strength— 
moral, intellectual, yes, even purely phys- 
ical strength which is latent within all of 
us, then it must be agreed that prayer 
does bring results. Seek from prayer that 
which it is supposed to accomplish and it 
will be successful. 


RABBI CARL I. 


Israel, GARY, IND. 


MILLER, Temple 


Prayer should seek for God and not 
from God. I do not seek from Him a 
shower of favors and certainly never pe- 
tition Him to perform the impossible or 
the miraculous. I attempt to remind myself 
of the ideas and ideals by which we must 
live, individually and collectively. if we 
would find Him and make Him an integral 
part of our lives and of our social insti- 
tutions. Each occasion and each situation 
evokes the fitting idea and ideal: fortitude, 
as the moment might demand, love, 
mercy, justice, and humility at any and 
every moment. The words and the mood of 
prayer must accomplish the lifting of the 
soul toward God. If prayer does not ac- 
complish this whenever and wherever we 
pray, it accomplishes nothing. 


RABBI FREDERIC A. DOPPELT, 


Temple Achduth Vesholom, Fort 
WAYNE, IND. 
In consequence of the contemporary 


preoccupation with the relation of psy- 
chology to religion, it has become fash- 
ionable to regard prayer as a therapeutic 
agent and as a factor in social adjustment. 
From this standpoint, prayer gives the 
individual a sense of emotional release 
from the inner tensions and anxieties of 
his life problems and so better integrates 
him into society. It is thus a healing force 
on the one hand and a symbol of group 
loyalty on the other. 

In my judgment, however, these are only 
by-products. Prayer’s main purpose is to 
accomplish that which religion has as its 
goal. As an instrument of the religious 
quest, the central task of prayer is to help 
in the molding and shaping of the spir- 
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itual personality, so that the individual 
becomes the kind of person through whom 
God can work His moral will on earth. 
This is the primary objective of prayer. 
Every other goal, however worth while, 
is subsidiary. 


RABBI SELWYN D. RUSLANDER, 


Temple Israel, DAYTON, OHIO 


Most of us carry our past with us even 
without realizing it. Modern man contains 
tremendous depths of the past experience 
of humanity. This is very evident in pray- 
er experience. For some, prayer still con- 
tains elements of the magic formulae by 
which primitive man attempted to control 
his environment. For others, prayer is a 
personal petition to a God who still is in 
the image of man with all of man’s spir- 
itual limitations. The only accomplish- 
ments with which these types of prayer 
can be credited are in the satisfactions 
that arise to the individual from the sheer 
act of uttering But prayer 
which represents a bridge which finite 


petitions. 


man extends towards the infinite, which 
represents his highest aspirations, prayer 
which is in essence the poetry of the 
soul as it longs to merge with the Divine, 
that prayer need not be justified in terms 
or of catharsis. It can 


of ritual values 


change and mold the character of man. 


RABBI DAVID JACOBSON, Temple 
Beth El, sAN ANTONIO, TEX. 


Prayer is a conscious effort on the part 
of man to become associated with God. 
Its purpose is to make man more Godlike, 
that is, more creative, loving and just and 
good, At the same time, prayer lets man 
know that he is not God, but that all he is 
and can be depends upon God. Therefore, 
prayer permits man to be grateful and 
humble before God. Prayer fans the tiny 
spark of the spirit of man so that it glows 
more brightly. That spark is the most 
vital part of an individual’s existence and 
partakes of God’s illimitable radiance. 


RABBI PHILIP FRANKEL, Temple 
Emanuel of South Hills, pirts- 
BURGH, PA. 


How often has a rabbi been welcomed 
with the  pseudo-intellectual greeting: 
“Let’s get the praying over with fast; I’ve 
come tonight to hear the sermon.” No 
compliment. dear congregant, but rather 
an indication of a callousness, of an in- 
sensitivity to inner forces that are real and 
potent. What can prayer accomplish? Alas, 
not the acquisition of rain or riches, not 
even a yacht or youth. But it can create a 
climate in which a person feels warm and 
good inside, a mood in which one moves 


serenely into a company of higher thoughts 
and loftier aspirations. Prayer is a key 
which opens a host of influences that chal- 
lenge and strengthen us. It is a self-asser- 
tion, a preparation for renewed courage 
and hope. 


DANIEL B. HART, Rodef Shalom 


Temple, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Prayer is a guide to ethical conduct, 
bringing the heart of man into focus with 
the will of God. Prayer teaches humility. 
We say, “What are we, what our life, what 
our power?” 

In praying to a God of justice and 
mercy we learn to adhere to these prin- 
ciples ourselves. So prayer ignites that 
spark of divinity which is our link to God. 


The Wanderer 
by Maie E. Perley 


If hope there be for such as I, 
Then Israel is my goal. 

It lures me with a song of home, 
That warms my perished soul. 


A place where I may sink to rest, 
And eat my humble crust. 

Among the destitute of earth, 
Whose single worth is trust. 


Trust of those who follow far, 

And toil with sun and sod. 

Trust of those who crave naught else, 
But fellowship with God. 


After the long despairing feud, 
Of hate, wherein I stood, 

I seek the washes ‘of the calm, 
The hope of Brotherhood. 


Riches, power and high estate, 

Set men and peace apart, 

And plunge the brutish fangs of fear 
Into the sorrowing heart. 


So I would tread the lonely path, 

In search of some quiet nook. 

And sweat the poison from my soul, 
With plough and pruning-hook. 





Mrs. Perley is the wife of Rabbi Martin 
Perley, Temple B'rith Sholom, Louisville, 
Ky. 
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“What Impressed B= _ 
Me Most about 


ISRAEL” 


Editor’s Note 


The first American lay-rabbinic_pil- 
grimage to Israel, sponsored by the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations last May, proved to be a his- 
tory-making event. Led by Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath, UAHC presi- 
dent. the pilgrims scanned every cor- 
ner of the Jewish State, visiting cities, 
agricultural settlements. immigrant 
camps, hospitals. shrines. industrial 
plants, and religious organizations. 
They were greeted by the President 
and Prime Minister, and Cabinet off- 
cials. They conferred with the Chief 
Rabbi, political leaders, businessmen. 
and scholars. They were the guests at 
some twenty-five receptions and hosts 
at a tea in honor of the faculty of He- 
brew University. They were intermi- 
nably queried about Reform Judaism. 
conducted their own Reform services. 
made a visit to the Leo Baeck School 
in Haifa, and took part in their own 
Shovuos service on a hilltop near the 
Jordan’s source. Shepherded about by 
representatives of the El Al Israeli 
Airline, they were also allowed ample 
time for personal excursions. Their 
visit produced a two-way impact of 
considerable force. 

The pilgrims bore to Israel a UAHC 
Biennial resolution. which conveyed 
congratulations on the state’s fifth an- 
niversary and a “solemn pledge” of 
“continued material and spiritual aid.” 

Few of the pilgrims had previously 
been ardent Zionists, but their look at 
Israel filled them with glowing ad- 
miration for the drama of the Jewish 


State. As for the Israelis, they were 
palpably impressed by what they 
learned about Reform Judaism from 


the pilgrims: many pleaded with the 
group to take steps toward inaugurat- 
ing a liberal religious movement in 
Israel. Dr. Eisendrath remained in 
Israel after the pilgrimage was for- 
mally concluded for further study of 
this matter. 

Herewith some of the pilgrims reply 
to the question, “What Impressed You 
Most about Israel?” Dr. Eisendrath. 
who was in London for the conference 
of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism at the time of this 
deadline, will later write his 


issue s 


reflec- 





sa. ff 


Pilgrimage Arrives at Lydda Airport in El-Al Constellation 





They Visit President Isaac Ben Zvi... 





... and Prime Minister David Ben Gurion 


tions on the pilgrimage for this mag- 
azine. 
In addition to those whose impres- 


sions are printed below, the pilgrimage 
included: Rabbi Jay Kaufman. assist- 


ant to Dr. Eisendrath; Rabbi Herman 


Schaalman. director of the Chicago 
Federation of the UAHC; Mrs. Eisen- 
drath; Dr. Hiram Weiss. Cincinnati. 
member and former president, Board 
of Governors. Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion. and Mrs. 
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Weiss; Johann S. Ackerman, Chicago, 
of the UAHC Executive Board, and 
Mrs. Ackerman; Mrs. Alfred R. Bach- 
rach; Hiram D. Kaufman, Temple 
Israel, Detroit; Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Newberry, Temple Sinai, Chicago; 
Mrs. E. P. Schwartz. Jewish Commu- 
nity Center, White Plains, N. Y.; Mrs. 
Joseph G. Shapiro. and Mr. and Mrs. 
James Zukerkorn, Temple Emanu-F], 
Honolulu. In Israel the group was 
joined by Dr. James Parkes, of Lon- 
don, renowned Christian writer on 
churech-synagogue relations, and Mrs. 


Parkes. 


LOUIS P. MYERS, Tusa, OKLA., 
President, Temple Israel 


I could pour out thousands of words 
about my impressions of Israel. We 
saw every corner of the country and 
most everything enkindled enthusiasm. 
If I must limit myself to the elements 
which dominated my thoughts. | would 
say that what impressed me most 
about Israel is the land’s capacity for 
fashioning daily miracles of the spirit 
and the attractiveness of its youth. 

Yes, Israel performs spiritual magic. 
else account for the 


How can you 


At the Weizmann Institute 
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speedy reclamation of the land from 
Where 


else in the world can you find erst- 


deserts to terraced meadows! 


while bankers, lawyers, scientists and 
litterateurs willingly discharging back- 
breaking jobs of rehabilitating neg- 
lected soil! And where else can you 
find a nation subordinating every other 
objective to the welfare of its youth! 

And what young people! How calm 
they are, and yet how vibrantly alert. 
They are not arrogant, but are quietly 
proud, as if they were saying, “We are 
Israelis. This is our land. We fought 
for it and died for it. 
But now we live for it. Things are 
hard now, but will be better. All that 
work, shall 


our brothers 


is required is and we 
work.” 

It is good to know that the marvel- 
ous spirit and remarkable youth of 
Israel are working to produce in the 
Middle East a “sweet land of liberty.” 


ALFRED R. BACHRACH, New york, 
nN. Y., Member, Board of Trustees, 
Temple Emanu-El 


The journey through Israel enabled 
me to clarify the very confused ideas 
which I had previously developed in 
my mind about the country and its 
people. The heroic battle for survival, 
the slow scientific conquest of the des- 
ert, the courageous acceptance of an 
austerity program which bears heav- 
ily on every-day life, the enlightened 
and heart-warming sacrifices for the 
children, left me with no doubt what- 
soever that Israel can and will pros- 
per spiritually and economically. As 
I think of the faults and the construc- 
tive criticism that I could offer, I re- 
member the words of a new-found 
Israeli friend: “Be patient with us; 
we are young. Think kindly of us; we 
are trying. Speak gently of our faults 
for we are traveling the hard road.” 


MRS. HIRAM D. KAUFMAN, Temple 


Israel, DETROIT 


A galaxy of impressions come rac- 
ing back when I think of our pilgrim- 
age, but chief among them was our 
unusual and stirring Shovuos service 
held at the headwaters of the fabled 
Jordan River. 

We traveled as far north as our bus 
could take us, then climbed by foot up 
a rocky slope, following the course 





Confirmation Service in Israel: 
Dr. Eisendrath Blesses 
Mrs. Rosenberg 


of the river as it gobbled the melting 
snows of Mt. Hermon. Up we went 
until we found a majestic terebinth 
tree, fat with age, a glorious taber- 
nacle. In its shade we sat and sang 
and prayed, sensing that this spot may 
have forefathers to the 
self-same deep and inspiring thoughts 
that stirred within us. 

In the midst of our worship, Dr. 
Kisendrath called, one by one, those 


moved our 


of us who had never been confirmed. 
Four others and I came forward and 
were blessed by Dr. Eisendrath. Later 
all arose and, in voices unashamedly 
emotion, reconfirmed 
ourselves in our noble faith. We stood 
for a long moment of silence, drink- 


overcome — by 


ing in the mood of this unprecedented 
ceremony and we came away spiritu- 
ally refreshed. 


MRS. SADIE ARONSON, HARTSDALE. 
N. Y., Widow of Jacob Aronson, 


former board chairman, UAHC 


I was most impressed by the in- 
tense industry, the rugged challenge 
to every-day living, the daily hardships 
endured by everybody. Yet 
even where there were complaints and 
discontent one felt the idealism and 
dreams of the future far outweighed 
looked 
better than any seen anywhere and 
that, too, is the result of self-denial 


almost 


all discomforts. The children 


and building towards a more perfect 
future. | was somewhat surprised at 
the great number of unaffiliated Jews, 














UAHC Board Members on Pilgrim- 
age: Judge Shapiro, Dr. Eisendrath, 
Mr. Ackerman, Dr. Weiss, and Mr. 
Polinsky (seated). 


but they seem to have a code of living 
that almost makes it a religion. 


MRS. STELLA S. ROSENBERG, cin- 
CINNATI, Widow of Adolph Rosen- 


berg, former president of the 
UAHC 


Two entirely different aspects of 
Israel linger with me vividly: (1) the 
thrill of seeing the Bible come to life, 
and (2) the spirit of the people. 

What emotions were stirred when I 
saw with my own eyes the places 
where the prophets thundered and the 
poetry of the Bible had its inspiration. 
\ never-to-be-forgotten experience! 

As to the people’s spirit, it can best 
be exemplified by the spontaneous out- 
burst of a taxi-driver. A German emi- 
gre, he turned to me and said, “Haben 
wir hier nicht ein schOnes Land?” He 
placed his hand on his heart and 
ecstasized, “Es ist klein, aber mein.” 
Of the Israelis we can truly quote. “A 
song in their hearts, a dream in their 
eyes, an idea in their heads, a spade 
in their hands.” 


REUBEN F. JACOBSON, canton, 
oH10, Board of Trustees, McKin- 
ley Avenue Temple 


What impressed me 
Israel was the magnificent caliber of 
its leadership. Our group was privi- 
leged to meet many top-ranking offi- 
cials, including President Ben Zvi, 
Prime Minister Ben Gurion, Foreign 
Minister Sharett, and Speaker of the 
Kneseth Joseph Sprinzak. 

We were received by Chief Rabbi 


most about 





Herzog and were greeted by the May- 
ors of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa. 
We spoke to many heads of important 
organizations and institutions. With- 
out exception, they are men of great 
spiritual wisdom, keen intellect and 
undying devotion to what they regard 
as a sacred cause. With such leader- 
ship it is easy to understand how such 
amazing progress has been made in a 
few short years. Here is a land where 
“reality surpasses dreams.” To me, the 
future of Israel is assured. 


JEFFERSON GANGER. 
oH10, Member, Board of Trustees, 
Euclid Avenue Temple 


CLEVELAND, 


I was impressed by the people's 
idealism. The Israelis are not unaware 
of the value of a dollar. You can’t see 
the modern factories there and note 
how rapidly scientific discoveries are 
being applied to industrial purposes 
without realizing that the country is 
commercial 
material ad- 


due for 
But transcending the 
vances is the almost visible presence 


great progress. 


of faith among the people. It is a faith 
which enabled them to win military 
victories, and which is responsible for 
their bravery in the teeth of economic 


hardships. Will this faith translate 
itself into congregational affiliation? 
Many told us that they could not 
accept Orthodoxy, and they were 


Reform. Some kind of 


religious liberalism may yet prevail, 


curious about 


but it must come from within. We 
can send them teachers and guides. 


but they will have to be of the same 


type as the Israeli leaders, seeking 


neither high remuneration nor glory, 
just a willingness to serve their fellow 
men and to match the idealism which 
is Israel’s greatest asset. 


DR. MORRIS KONIGSBERG, KnNox- 
VILLE, TENN., President, Kentucky- 
Tennessee Regional Council, 


UAHC 


The outstanding impression I re- 
ceived was the sense of destiny which 
animates the Israelis, rich and poor, 
young and old, native-born and new- 
comer. No task seems too difficult for 
them, whether it be subduing the land, 
the Arabs, or their own craving for 
ease and luxury. As I traveled about 
the country, I had the feeling that I 
was seeing what America must have 
looked like in our own frontier days 
when heroism and rugged durability 
were common manifestations in an un- 
common era. Indeed, the parallels be- 
tween our own history and the history 
now being written in Israel become 
more and more apparent the more you 
think about the thrilling events over 
there, but more especially when you 
see them first-hand. I feel that their 
struggle is the struggle of democracy, 
and that we in the United States are 
privileged when we can be of some 
aid in assuring the survival of a truly 


Holy Land. 


MRS. HERBERT L. COHEN, Presi- 
dent, Connecticut State Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods 


My Israeli pilgrimage has now as- 
sumed the rosy glow of a memorable 


Beginning of the UAHC Forest in Israel. 
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and historic event in my life. Since 
my first trip to Israel four years 
earlier, I’ve noted growth in all direc- 
tions: building, farming, forestation, 
transportation, industrialization, ete. 
Whether it be better “hair-dos” or 
mining phosphates, there seems to be 
more American “know-how” every- 
where. Even with the economic prob- 
lems which beset them constantly and 
acutely, even with their 775 miles of 
horizon to be policed against the 
Arabs. | am optimistic about these 
million and a half Jews who are coura- 
geous, forthright and unselfish. Most 
important of all: they know what they 
want. and they're progressing at an 
almost unbelievable speed. Cheers and 
mazol tov! 


JUDGE JOSEPH G. SHAPIRO, 
BRIDGEPORT. CONN... Member, Ex- 
ecutive Board, UAHC 


Everything about Israel is impres- 
sive and every moment is full of ex- 


citement when you are there. Since 
the editor compels me to isolate one 
high spot, I would say that the most 
sensational thing I will remember 
about our trip was the feel of Israeli 
earth as I planted a tree on the slope 
of Mt. Atzman, overlooking the blue 
of Lake Tiberias. My tree was one of 
720 purchased by our group as the 
beginning of a Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations’ forest in Is- 
rael. As we bent over to plant the 
seedlings. we felt we were making his- 
tory in many ways. We were physically 
participating in the rebirth of a na- 
tion. As we knelt and fingered the 
soil, we were not only planting trees 
but marking an era in which all that 
is fine in Israel will be merged with 
all that is fine in Reform Judaism. I 
trust that our Union congregations 
will oversubscribe the 10,000-tree for- 
est we began in Israel and will aid in 
implanting in Israel a sturdy. indige- 
nous liberal religious movement there 
for which many of the residents thirst. 


Rabbi George Lieberman’s Comeback 





Face to Face with Gabriel 


by Morris Kertzer 


[. WAS THE KIND OF snowy, windy 


night when movie houses are half 
empty, dates are called off and most 
people settle down in their easy chairs 
after dinner, happy to be warm and 
comfortable and at home. 

But at the McKinley Avenue Re- 
form Temple in Canton, Ohio, the 
pews were filled to overflowing this 
night of January 6. 1950. The entire 
congregation as well as many who 
were not regular worshippers—Ortho- 
dox Jews and Christians alike—braved 
the blustery weather to attend the 
services. For it was the first time in 
thirty-five months that George Lieber- 





Rabbi. Kertzer, director of the Interre- 
ligious Activities Division of the American 
Jewish Committee, is the author of “What 
Is a Jew?” This copyrighted article is re- 
printed with the permission of the author 
and of GuipePosts, an inspirational maga- 
zine for all faiths, published at Pawling, 
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man, beloved rabbi of the temple, was 
to ascend the pulpit. 

It was a tense, agonizing moment 
for every man and woman in that syna- 
gogue. Rabbi Lieberman moved slowly 
down the aisle, every step filled with 
pain. The congregation followed each 
faltering step. breathlessly, aware that 
they were witnessing a great personal 
struggle. What flood of memories must 
have raced through George Lieber- 
men’s mind as he made the effort to 
resume his work—a comeback no one 
had dared hope for... . 

One February night. three years be- 
fore. George and Sylvia Lieberman 
caught the crack Red Arrow Express, 
bound for New York. They were fast 
asleep in their berths when suddenly, 
without warning, the train shuddered 
violently. left the tracks and plunged 
into a deep ravine. Half a dozen pas- 
senger cars were scattered over the 
hillside. like a toy train tossed in all 


A. B. POLINSKY, pututH, Member, 
UAHC Executive Board 


I was struck by the genuine reli- 
gious spirit exhibited by the Israelis. 
The holidays and festivals are national 
celebrations. Sabbath rest is univer- 
sally observed. The Hebrew Bible is 
a textbook in the classroom. Above all, 
spirituality has entered the life stream 
of the people. Where else have 
men taken their meager possessions, 
whether it be bread or space, and di- 
vided and redivided them whenever a 
faraway brother voiced his need! 

Organized religion may have made 
little headway in Israel, but practical 
religion is a living force. I am con- 
vinced that some kind of Reform pat- 
tern would elicit a favorable response 
from the Israelis. Many of them, in 
high and low station, told us so. Here 
is an opportunity for our movement to 
share in an exciting and richly re- 
warding enterprise. Nor should we 
long delay. 


directions by a youngster at play. 

Rabbi Lieberman was in Upper 6 
of a Pullman coach. When the train 
catapulted. his berth snapped _ shut, 
trapping Lieberman with his legs in- 
side the jammed compartment and 
his body hanging, head down, in the 
aisle. 

The pain and the shock brought 
immediate unconsciousness. When he 
came to, there were moans and shrieks 

and utter darkitess. He shouted his 
wife’s name. but there was no answer. 
He did not know that the car had 
buckled and Sylvia Lieberman had 
been hurled to the other half of the 
Pullman car, badly bruised, but safe. 

He groped for some way to change 
position, perhaps to raise his head. 
After much fumbling, his fingers came 
upon the little net hammock, found in 
all berths to hold the traveler's per- 
sonal effects. Painfully. he shifted his 
body so that his head rested in the 
hammock. Knowing that his spine in- 
jury would be aggravated without 
some support for his back, Rabbi 
Lieberman also managed. with the aid 
of a fellow passenger. to pull some 
suitcases and bedding under him, so 
he could achieve a small measure of 
relief, while waiting for the rescue 
squads. 

Someone called for a match. George 
Lieberman felt pillow feathers on his 














face and around his head, and his 
reaction came almost as a reflex. 

“Don’t light a match or we'll all 
burn! Spread the word around—don’t 
light a match!” 

Through the car, and then through 
the other coaches, the warning echoed: 
“Don’t light a match!” The rabbi’s 
presence of mind saved the wreckage 
from becoming a flaming death trap 
for all of his fellow passengers. 

Others among the injured and the 
dying heard that there was a rabbi in 
their car. and called on this man of 
God to pray. Over the sound of the 
moaning and the tears, the calm voice 
of the rabbi was heard, repeating the 





caught the phrase. “They mean me, 
I guess.” 

The rescue men set to work on the 
locked berth. The tedious work of pry- 
ing the rabbi loose took almost half 
an hour. For a while it was thought 
that his legs would have to be ampu- 
tated to release him. 

As his closest rescuer labored with 
his tools, George Lieberman tried to 
remove some of the tension under 
which he worked. “What is your name, 
my friend?” he asked. 

“Gabriel.” 
“Gabriel!” 


came the casual reply. 
the rabbi whispered. half 


in jest, half in delirium. “Are you 
from here or from up there?” 





Rabbi Lieberman, completely recovered, preaching at the last UAHC Biennial 


familiar words of the Psalms: “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil for Thou art with me.” 

Just a few hours before. the rabbi 
had been talking abstractly about in- 
terfaith understanding, respect and 
good will at a Brotherhood Week meet- 
ing in Canton. Now, men of different 
faiths were knitted together in a com- 
mon bond of suffering, fear and dis- 
aster. 

\ Catholic. who lay dying, asked 
the rabbi to help him make peace with 
God. A Protestant. petrified with fear 
for his loved ones, took new courage 
from the measured phrases of a rabbi’s 
prayers. Lieberman, in such unbear- 
able pain that he occasionally blacked 
out for minutes at a time, forgot him- 
self as he forced his weary voice to 
bring solace to those around him. 

Slowly, the work of removing the 
dead and the injured got under way. 
There were twenty-five dead, one hun- 
dred injured. Some six hours after the 
wreck, the salvage crew reached the 
rabbi’s berth. “There are six dead and 
one living right here,” a man called 
out. 

“One Lieberman 


living!” George 


10 


The six-hour ordeal in that locked 
Pullman berth left the rabbi’s legs 
paralyzed. Some of his doctors held 
out little hope that 
leave a wheel chair. Without the won- 


he would ever 


ders of modern science, he could never 
have survived. 

But medicine alone did not work 
this miracle. It rested heavily on 
Lieberman’s indomitable courage and 
spirit—a spirit kept buoyant during 
weeks and months of pain, uncertainty, 
and disappointment, by the unfailing 
love and affection of all with whom 
he came in contact. 

In Mercy Hospital. in Altoona, 
where Rabbi Lieberman spent the first 
frightening, agonizing weeks after the 
wreck, there was the warmth and 
kindness of the nursing sisters. “A 
challenge has been placed in our 
hands by Jesus to keep a rabbi alive.” 
they told him . and it was a chal- 
lenge they spared no effort to meet. 

And later, as weeks became months 
and months years, when even as strong 
a spirit as George Lieberman’s was 
tempted to give way to despair. there 
was the faith of his congregation to 
sustain him. For they waited patiently, 
certain that one day he would return. 


They had gone along without a spirit- 
ual leader. making no effort to retire 
or replace him, content with impro- 
vised arrangements—until their rabbi 
could come back to them. 

And from the very first day of the 
accident, his congregation of well- 
wishers had mushroomed to include 
the entire community of Canton. Chris- 
tians and Jews alike sent gifts and let- 
ters to Lieberman’s bedside to wish 
him well and tell him that he was not 
alone. 

During these years. Rabbi Lieber- 
man learned also the brotherhood of 
suffering as he brought solace and 
hope to others in the hospital. He 
wrote to a friend: “Even when sub- 
merged in a whirlpool of hot water, 
in a cast, in a wheel chair or on 
crutches, undergoing physical therapy 
or secluded in a hospital room, I can 
carry on my ministry.” 

Lieberman often wondered where 
his rescuer, Gabriel, could be found. 
Gabriel’s employers, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, with only his first name to 
go on, one day traced him to a Cleve- 
land hospital. where Gabriel lay seri- 
ously ill. Rabbi Lieberman made the 
painful trip to visit and comfort his 
rescuer, grateful for the chance to be 
of service. 

Finally, on that cold January night 
back in 1950, Rabbi Lieberman made 
the attempt to preach in his own 
temple for the first time in three years. 
A steel brace supported his back, an- 
other brace lent strength to his legs, 
as he inched his way to the center of 
the pulpit and eased himself into a 


specially constructed device which 
made him appear to be standing, 


though he was sitting down. 

In one of the front pews, his wife 
nodded to him with a smile of encour- 
agement. The congregation arose to 
chant the Sh’ma, the ancient Hebrew 
affirmation of faith. 

Rabbi Lieberman then thanked the 
good people who sat in the pews be- 
fore him. “What.” he asked in his 
sermon, “are life’s most precious pos- 
sessions?” 

He spoke of simple things. homey 
matters. things we take for granted, 
like the air we breathe. 

He had learned a good deal since 
he had last stood in this pulpit. Most 
of all. he had found the secret of 
happiness. Happiness was to be found 
in self-acceptance, “to accept one- 
self amidst the sudden realization of 
irretrievable youth and the inescapable 
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reality of growing old, to accept one- 
self with ambition unrealized, suc- 
cess unattained, opportunities muffed, 
regrets unhealed; to accept oneself 
when one is unaccepted and unaccept- 
able—by peace with one- 
self, with the universe and with God. 
This is indeed one of life’s most pre- 


making 


cious possessions.” 


Speaking in the shadow of thirty- 


five months of nightmarish suffering, 
the rabbi concluded: “Whatever the 
circumstance, the crisis, the pain and 
the failure, whatever ‘the bludgeoning 
of chance, do not give up. Hold on! 
Live on! Pray!” 

The prayers were ended and the 
rabbi intoned the benediction: “The 
Lord bless you and keep you; the 
Lord cause His spirit to shine over 


A Complaint against 
Reform Judaism 


by Harold Helfer 


A HAVE BEEN a member of a Reform 
congregation for six years and [| think 
that certain 
jelled into 
should like to say, first, that I consider 
this affiliation one of the wisest choices 


impressions have now 


concrete judgments. | 


of my life. | am as convinced as ever 
that this form of Judaism is right for 
modern, democratic man. | am _ con- 
vinced, even if other groups never for- 
mally adopt the name, that the out- 
look and underlying 
Reform Judaism is bound to become 


philosophy of 


the dominant religious expression of 
the American Jews and perhaps that 
of Jews the world over. I can think of 
no finer, no purer religion in which 
to bring up my children. 

It is because I feel so deeply about 
Reform Judaism that I would like to 
point out. with the hope that I can be 
constructive, what seems to me to be 
one of its chief failures, and that is its 
neglect properly to encompass, inte- 
grate and make welcome the newcom- 
ers into its fold. 

Reform Judaism has 
doors to these people, but it has not 
embraced them. It is as if the Statue 
of Liberty. with its “Send-the-tempest- 


opened its 


tossed-to-me” inscription. permitted 
newcomers to sail into its harbor but 
remained unconcerned while they 
floundered inside of it. 

I have met many of these newcomers 


who would like nothing better than 





Mr. Helfer, a former newspaper man and 
columnist, is now a free-lance writer. Dur- 
ing World War II, he was a Marine Corps 
combat correspondent. 
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to feel themselves a bona-fide part of 
the Reform movement, but who in- 
stead feel shunted aside, not sure they 
are wanted. 

Now it may be that some of this is 
due to excessive sensitiveness, but it 
seems to me that this is all the more 
reason why Reform should go out of 
its way to take these people to its 
bosom and make them feel welcome. 
For this new blood, properly trans- 
fused, can help make Reform a more 
vital religion. Or Reform can choose 
to be dried-up, self-satisfied, pallid and 
effete, like an inbred family. Only a 
small percentage of the membership 
attends the services of my temple. It 
seems to go into a state of hibernation 
for about half the year, from Passover 
to the High Holy Days, with services 
shortened and_ activities curtailed. 
What is needed is a new note of en- 
thusiasm, the new red blood of fervor. 


Where Is Fervor? 


I make my observations as one who 
came to Reform out of an Orthodox 
background and as one who suffered a 
great personal tragedy. I had drifted 
away from Orthodoxy long before the 
tragedy. Its forms. the chanting in a 
strange language, had less and less 
meaning for me, nor could I brook 
what seemed to me its smugness. At 
heart, without realizing it. I was a 
Reform Jew all the time. 

Yet I can tell you that when I did 
formally make my connection with 
Reform I felt very strange inside its 
walls. I found its services beautiful in 


you and be gracious unto you; may the 
Lord lift His spirit upon each end 
every one of you, and grant you peace. 
Amen!” 

The congregants filed past the rabbi 
as they left the sanctuary. “Good Sab- 
bath, Rabbi. Good Sabbath, Mrs. Lieb- 
erman. Welcome back.” 

George Lieberman had come home 
again. 


the main, but that did not keep the 
there. And 
sometimes I did get the feeling that 


strangeness from being 
there was something sterile about it 
all. I did not miss the prayer-shawls 
and the skull-caps or any express read- 
symbolism, but what I did 
or rather, perhaps, what | hoped 
to find and didn’t—was fervor. 

It is this blind spot, this stiff-neck- 
edness in Reform, which is the source 
of my complaint, although I know that 
in terms of actual membership Reform 
is expanding. How much of this influx 
into Reform 


ings or 


miss 


remains just 
How 


Judaism 
paper membership? many of 
these strangers are really incorporated 
into the life of the temple and are 
made to feel part of it? Are the temple 
fires really burning more brightly? | 
wonder. 

1 know many newcomers who just 
hang on, because they have children 
in Sunday school or because they feel 
they ought to belong to something. 
Some have drifted elsewhere when a 
hand-clasp or a smile or some expres- 
sion of welcome wodld have meant all 
the difference in the world. In casting 
off the prayer-shawls has Reform also 
cast off its sense of brotherliness, and 
has it unconscieusly put on the invis- 
ible garment of snobbery? 

I speak now as a Reform Jew. I 
have weathered the storm. I believe in 
Reform Judaism with all my heart and 


soul. My 


Reform Jews. 


children are going to be 
And that is why I feel 
so deeply and so bad and am so hurt 
that Reform Judaism should be muff- 
ing the great challenge it has before 
it. I want my temple to be kept aglow 
with the warmth of friendship so that 
no one need ever feel unwanted. 
Well. how do you achieve such a 
glow? It is really simple enough. It 
need not cost anything. You say “Good 
Shabos” to the stranger sitting in the 
pew near you and you are always 
ready to extend a warm greeting to 
him on other temple occasions. Occa- 
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sionally a dinner could be given for 
the new members as an expression of 
welcome. And there should be fre- 
quent informal get-togethers so that 
members may get to know each other 
better, and be able to ask questions 
of someone in authority about matters 
pertaining to Reform Judaism that 
may not be quite clear to them. It may 
be a simple matter whether one is 
expected to fast on Yom Kippur, or 
it may be something more profound. 

These sessions could mean a great 
deal toward bringing members closer 
to one another and their faith, and 
great care should be taken not to 
overprice the Passover S’dorim or 
other temple affairs so that even those 
in the lowliest economic brackets can 
join in. 

But, above all, what is needed is for 
Reform to become aroused to the 
challenge of the times, to reawaken 
itself to its basic goodness. Reform has 
much to offer a world in chaos and 
doubt. Yet it slumbers. 

I made it to the island of Reform 
myself, but it wasn’t easy and rocks 
along the shoals were pretty rough 
and sharp at times. But I had a stub- 


born streak in me and, besides, I had 
a grim determination; the responsi- 
bility of bringing up my kids now 
rested solely on my shoulders and I 
was determined to reach these shores 
for their sake. 

But there are so many people who 
are still struggling to get ashore and 
others who have managed to get some 
kind of precarious foothold but still 
feel themselves to be outcasts or 
second-rate citizens. 

I would like to make it plain that 
I have met some very lovely people 
on this island. In fact, my own con- 
viction is that most, as individuals, 
are fundamentally decent. But what is 
needed is somehow to arouse these 
islanders to a practice of their faith, 
so that they will reach out to the 
storm-tossed strangers who have land- 
ed in their midst. 

In my own way, in my own temple, 
I keep trying to do what I can about 
making it a friendlier and warmer 
place, but it is not exactly easy, for 
the very top of the leadership has to 
be aroused, too, and I am strictly a 


layman and a very inexpert one at 


Dr. Abraham Cronbach: 


Man of God 


by Mitchel Bloom 


D.. ABRAHAM CRONBACH, it turned 


out, was a slim, spare man_ with 
bronze complexion, seventy years old. 
His eyes were liquid gray, his nose 
narrow and straight, upon which rested 
silver-rimmed glasses. The hairs on his 
head were white. His mouth was a 
firm thin line above a pointed, jutting 
chin. 

He was dressed in a very conserva- 
tive blue serge suit. The temperature 





Mr. Bloom is a former president of the 
youth group of Temple Sinai, Pittsburgh, 
Pa, This sketch of Dr. Cronbach, Emeritus 
Professor of Social Studies, Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, was 
written before he became a central figure 
in the final stages of the Rosenberg case. 
A lifelong pacifist, who once appealed for 
greater mercy for Austrian Nazis, Dr. 
Cronbach's major concern in the Rosen- 
berg case was his opposition to capital 
punishment. 


that August afternoon approached 
eighty-five degrees, yet he wore his vest 
and suit coat buttoned. His movements 
were deliberate as he meticulously 
maneuvered the broom into every 
corner of the porcn of the camp’s main 
lodge. “Could this be,” I thought to 
myself as I watched him silently for 
a moment, “the Dr. Cronbach that the 
whole Institute was talking about? 
Would a man who has taught for 
thirty years at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege openly perform such a menial 
chore as sweeping a porch, and with 
such care?” 

As I slowly approached him, I won- 
dered how he would answer my re- 
quest. (I had not yet been introduced 
to him as had many of the other 
campers at the National Federation 
of Temple Youth Institute in Wiscon- 
sin.) That afternoon I had _ volun- 
teered to tell the story of Job at eve- 
ning religious When I 
volunteered, I didn’t realize how long 
this story actually was. I felt that I 
needed someone to help me condense 


services. 


that. This reawakened sense _ of 
brotherhood is something that really 
should filter down instead of having to 
trickle up. It can sometimes be very 
discouraging. The exhortation to “do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with your God” can sometimes have 
a hollow ring within temple walls. Yet 
I am not a defeatist. It is not too late 
Once it acquires warmth, 
Judaism cannot help but grow and de- 
velop into the wondrous and glowing 
faith that its founders must have vis- 


Reform 


ualized. For there is something in the 
very nature of its beliefs and_ prin- 
ciples, once the cobwebs and the dust 
are lifted, that is magnificently invig- 
orating. You are not merely content to 
accept the solace and respite it has 
given but you want to extend its balm 
to others. And some day these tem- 
pest-tossed people who are now trying 
to get a foothold on this island. if 
given half a chance, will not only 
help to build up the island’s bulwark 
but will in turn be in the front line 
helping to bring ashore other strug- 
gling wayfarers, and that will be the 
true glory of Reform Judaism. 


it. I decided I would ask Dr. Cronbach. 

When I posed this request to him, 
his eyes lit up. He said that as soon 
as he finished sweeping, he would tell 
me the story. He completed his sweep- 
ing, picked up a chair, bade me to do 
the same, and led the way to a quiet 
spot on the spacious, green lawn 
overlooking calm Lac LaBelle. 

We sat opposite each other with 
Bibles on our laps. We turned to the 
story of Job. He spoke. I listened. 
Never before had I heard a finer inter- 
pretation of any portion of the Bible. 
He not only told me the story; he gave 
me a clear insighi as to the meaning 
behind that sad chronicle. I can still 
hear him say. in his high. piercing 
yet calm voice, “All people. good or 
bad, are eligible for good luck, and 
all people, good or bad, are suscept- 
ible to bad luck. Therefore, in this 
world, we are not rewarded or pun- 
ished for our good or bad deeds with 
good or ill fortune. But our concern 
should not be with reward or punish- 
ment. Our concern should be with 
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getting along with people no matter 
what they call wrong or what they 
call right.” 

A few days later, on a Sabbath 
afternoon, while a cool breeze from 
the lake and the comforting shade of 
the towering willow trees gave a tran- 
quil setting, the campers gathered at 
the outdoor chapel to hear one of Dr. 
Cronbach’s famous Bible narratives. 
There we were, sitting on wooden 
benches, sensing that we were to hear 
something we knew we would not soon 
forget. The story he told that after- 
noon was the story of Jeroboam, a man 
so ambitious that he caused two 
friendly nations to go to war, resulting 
in much misery and bloodshed. Jero- 
boam’s own personal pride, greed, and 
vanity had caused this war. Dr. Cron- 
bach dramatically told how deeply 
Jeroboam grieved when the Lord took 
away his youngest son because he had 
erected a graven image for his people 
to worship. At the end of the story, 
Dr. Cronbach, tears streaming down 
his cheeks, voice cracking under the 
heartrending sorrow of the story, eyes 
looking up at the sky in search of 
mercy, showed how Jeroboam felt 
when he became an old man and 
sought forgiveness from God for all 
the sins he committed during his life- 
time. When he finished, I glanced 
around at the other campers. I noticed 
tears in almost every girl’s eyes, and 
in a few boys’ eyes also. | swallowed 
and unexpectedly felt a large lump in 
my throat. 

Perhaps the most stirring moment 
of my experience with Dr. Cronbach 
came on the next to the last evening 
before camp ended. On that night, 
Dr. Cronbach was asked to give the 
closing prayer and benediction at our 
evening service. 

He declared, in his prayer, that each 
of us young men and women could, 
if we honestly desired, do a great deal 
for the cause of peace and _ brother- 
hood when we returned to our homes 
in all parts of the United States. Each 
could be as a candle, to bring light to 
wherever there was darkness. After the 
benediction, a member of the Institute 
faculty stepped up to the pulpit and 
asked if anyone would like to express 
his sentiments to Dr. Cronbach before 
he departed. A few campers stood up 
to say they had learned much from 
Dr. Cronbach, that not only did he 
preach a good life, but he lived it, too. 
Then arose an extremely reverent boy 
from Texas, to pronounce the most 
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moving words of all. In the dark Au- 
gust, Wisconsin evening, with the 
crickets buzzing in the background, 
and a quiet breeze whispering in from 
the lake the boy’s words seemed to be 
magnified one hundred times. We 
knew that he, more than anyone else, 
had been close to Dr. Cronbach during 
the past nine days. In a calm, delib- 
erate voice, he declared, “Dr. Cron- 
bach has shown me God.” He then sat 
down. No sound but the crickets! 
Finally, someone broke the silence by 
softly singing the Hebrew strains of 
“Hinneh ma tov u’ma na-im, shevet 
achim gam yached.” “Behold, how 
good, how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in peace.” 

This man of God had brought God 


close to us. 
cad 


A Rabbi Talks to 
Himself before 
Rosh Ha-shono 


It’s time to put out the High Holy- 
day bulletin and I ought to announce 
my sermon titles. Let’s see, what shall 
I preach about? Ought to point out 
the moral weaknesses in our conduct 
of international affairs and the danger 
of surrendering to McCarthyism. 
Could call it “Sin and Wisconsin.” On 
second thought, better not. Who was 
it on the board of trustees told me I 
ought to stay clear of politics? Poli- 
tics! The world is suffering from ethi- 
cal paralysis, and there is such great 
need in the relations between nations 
for the very outlook which Judaism 
upholds. People are being taught mass 
hatred; Judaism teaches that every 
man is a holy commodity. People are 
made to feel that strife is something 
which cannot be avoided; Judaism 
teaches that man can avert any human 
disaster if only he tries hard enough. 
To apply these Jewish teachings to 
the world scene would help my people 
see the true nature of our world di- 
lemma. But it'll just cause criticism. 
Someone is sure to hint that I ought to 
stick to the Bible. Wonder if any of 
my “Biblical” friends ever looked into 
the Book of Isaiah. 

What then? Might deal with the 
NCRAC situation. But who knows 
about it? The Friday night I spoke 
about it there was only a_ handful 


present, and to explain it from breshis 
would take at least a half hour. That’s 
too long for some folks, especially 
those who come only once a year and 
are not “in practice” for “long” sit- 
tings. What about the HUC-JIR 
merger plan? But few of them will 
know what I’m talking about, and 
some will think it’s an appeal for 
money. Mustn’t give that impression, 
or they won’t come back on Yom 
Kippur. Well, I could talk about the 
situation in Israel and perhaps show 
up the Jewish Israel-haters 
hearts bleed for Arabs but who never 
listen when they’re told that Israel 
has done more for the Arabs than the 
Arab leaders have. But who’s inter- 


whose 


ested ? 

Well, I could discuss some of the 
fine Jewish books published this year. 
But have any of my people read them? 
I haven’t seen a Jewish book in any of 
the homes I’ve visited. Oh, sure, I’ve 
seen some old books on shelves, but 
they're virtually heirlooms, and sooner 
or later they're thrown out or they’re 
brought to the temple and presented 
to me as gifts. Shall I talk about the 
necessity of temple attendance, warn- 
ing that new buildings are mockeries 
if they’re not filled with worshippers? 
No, I promised myself that I wouldn’t 
“scold” them this year. I could touch 
upon the dangerous wave of Jewish 
existentialism. But they don’t know 
about that. Perhaps dwell on the ren- 
aissance of Jewish music. But they 
don’t know about that either. What 
about the tercentenary? No, I must 
save that for next year. Maybe it 
would be just as well to omit the 
sermon. After all, | can’t compete with 
the sublime sentiments in the prayer 
book. But do they listen? 

I think I'll just give an old-fashioned 
talk on the importance of repentance 
and mention the corrupting nature of 
untruth, selfishness, greed, gossiping, 
and inconsiderateness. Yes, that’s what 
Pll do. What’s my topic? Oh, I’ve got 
it! “High Holydays: High Time to 
Change Bad Habits.” I certainly hope 
no one in the congregation takes my 


” 


sermon as too “personal 








BEST JEWISH SERMONS 
of 5713 
26 best sermons of the year preached by 26 
prominent rabbis. Some inspiring, some 
comforting, some philosophical, some fight- 
ing mad! You'll love them all for their spirit! 
Price: $3.25 
Order from your bookstore or publisher 
THE JONATHAN DAVID CO. 
136 Division St. New York 2, N. Y. 











13 














The Largest Ever—The 42nd General Assembly of the UAHC last April was the largest 
gathering ever convoked by a national Jewish religious group. Thousands of delegates from 
every corner of the land enthusiastically celebrated the Union's 80th birthday, attended 
workshops by day and meetings with delegates to Sisterhood and temple secretaries’ con- 
ventions by night. On Sunday night, Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath gave his presidential message. 
Monday night was devoted to Jewish Education, with talks by new Sisterhood President Mrs. 
Hugo Dalsheimer, Baltimore; Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland; Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, 
UAHC education director; and Mortimer May, Nashville. Tuesday night was given over to 
the tercentenary of Jewish life in America; speakers were Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland, 
and Rabbi Bertram Korn, Philadelphia. At the Wednesday night banquet, scene of which 


forms background of this page, chief speaker was Eric Johnston, president of Motion Picture 
Association of America. 


IN EXHIBITION ROOM 
¥ 





Many citations were presented during convention, some being shown 
here. Recipients were: Dr. Eisendrath, life president of UAHC, fora 
decade of leadership; Dr. Gamoran, for thirty years as head of Union's 
education commission; Miss Jane Evans, for twenty years as Sisters 
hood's executive director; to Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, retiring Sisterhood 
president; to American Broadcasting Company for airing of “Message 
of Israel”; David Weiss, author of The Guilt Makers, winner of award 
donated by Alexander Frieder of Cincinnati. Also honored: Robert P. 
Goldman, Cincinnati, made honorary board member for three 
decades of service to UAHC, including term as president. Reelected 
chairman of executive board was Dr. S. S. Hollender, of Chicago. 
Newly elected national vice-chairmen: Eugene B. Strassburger, Pitts- 
burgh, and Benjamin Saltzstein, Milwaukee. 

The convention “heroine” was Mrs. Albert J. May, daughter of Isaac 
Mayer Wise (shown receiving lei from James Zukerkorn, Temple 
Emanuel, Honolulu), who in impromptu floor talk declared that those 
who cite her father as being opposed to Hebrew did “his memory a 
disservice.” 


os ies shes pas 
“ Dd ee ea eee *, 








RABBI JONAH WISE AND RUTH TREXLER 
OF AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. 











"Mommy, Why Does 
God Allow Polio?”’ 


MORRIS LAZARON, Rabbi, 


NEW YORK, 


DR. 


Why blame God? 

Nothing is perfect in the world. God 
seems to want and to need man’s help 
to make it better. 

Right now, good and wise men, doc- 
tors and scientists are trying to find a 
cure for polio. 

The intelligence the doctors use to 
find the cure comes from God and the 
wish the doctors feel to find the cure 
also comes from God. 

So working together, God and man, 
the cure will surely be found and you 
will probably live to see the day when 
no child will be crippled by polio. 


RABBI JACOB K. SHANKMAN, 
Temple Israel, NEW ROCHELLE, 
N. Y. 


You ask a very difficult question, 
my child, and I must confess that the 
answer is not simple. But I believe 


its because God talks to us and 
teaches us even through polio. 
I think this is what God says: 


“Don’t be afraid of polio. Fight back. 
Do something about it. If you fight 
back, you'll win.” 

Do you remember how scared you 
were of the water before you learned 
to swim? Water frightens people. But 
after you learned to swim, you were 
afraid no longer. You were very proud 
and you felt good. You did not know 
it but that is how God was teaching 
you how to overcome your fear of the 
water. You did something about it. 
God knew that you could. 

Now we don’t know yet how to over- 
come polio. But I can remember that 
when I was your age diphtheria was 
a disease as terrible as polio is today. 
It isn’t any more. You get a “shot” 
to prevent it. We aren't afraid of 
diphtheria) any more because we 
learned about diphtheria the way you 
learned to swim. We did something 
about it. 

We have to do something about 
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polio. We must raise money for the 
March of Dimes, provide iron lungs 
for those who need them, and support 
the Warm Springs Foundation. But 
our biggest job is to encourage the 
doctors to work in their laboratories 
to try to discover a vaccine that will 
lick polio. 

I think that 
answer to your question. We 


have the 
don’t 


we ll then 
know now why God allows polio, but 
we have no right to complain as long 
as we can do something. Perhaps this 
is one of God’s secrets; He knows that 
if we try very hard we shall conquer 
polio. What you did when you learned 
to swim and what the doctors did with 
diphtheria God knows we can do with 
polio. 


RABBI EDWARD E. KLEIN, Stephen 


Wise Free Synagogue, NEW YORK 


Your question is the most difficult 
one ever asked. Men and women, boys 
and girls for thousands of years have 
asked the question, “Why do good 
people have to suffer?” There is a 
story about it in the Bible. It tells 
about a very good man named Job. 


and how he suffered. He wondered 
why God let him suffer, but then he 
decided that even grown men and 


women don't know all the answers to 
all questions, especially this question. 
He did know one thing though: that 
God heals and helps if we believe in 
Him. And when Job concentrated on 
this, he felt 

Perhaps we can answer your ques- 
this You that 
Mommy told you how in the begin- 


better. 


tion way: remember 
ning of days the world was very dif- 
ferent, and how God gradually in the 
course of thousands of years helped 
living things become men and women. 
We have become better and stronger 
and healthier over the years, but we 
are not perfect yet. We still get sick; 
we still suffer. God has helped doctors 
prevent many diseases, but there are 


some diseases we still know very little 
about. God helps us learn how to treat 
them, and we hope some day to be 
able to prevent them altogether. 

We must help God by doing what 
our parents and doctors and 
suggest when we are ill, and in that 
way we will be able to help ourselves. 


nurses 


RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN, 


Temple Israel, BosTON. 


God wants us to help each other 
and to make this a better world. If 
He did all our work for us, there 
would be nothing left for us to do. 
Then life would be uninteresting and 
we would become lazy. 

Do you remember last week when 
Mommy started to make the Chanuko 
decorations for your room? You cried 
because you make them 
yourself. You said that even though 
Mommy could make better pictures, 
you wanted to have the fun of making 
And you were right. It 
makes _ us better 
when we learn to do things for our- 


wanted to 


your own. 


grow into people 
selves. 

God doesn’t like polio any more 
than we do. But He wants us to learn 
to cure it. He helps us but He won't 
do all our work for us. He gave us a 
world in which we can find the cure 
for polio if we try enough. He gave 


us the brains to discover many won- 
derful medicines, including one that 


will cure polio. We haven't discovered 
it yet, because we haven't tried hard 
enough. Perhaps when you grow up, 
you may become a doctor and by 
working to help God will be the one 


to find this wonderful cure. 
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BOOKS BRIEFLY 


REVIEWED 


THe Bar Mirtzvan Treasury. By 
Azriel Eisenberg. Behrman House. 
$4.00. 


An outstanding anthology of Jewish 
literary gems compiled by an_ out- 
standing educator. The 
range from the Bible to Joshua Loth 
Liebman and they are uniformly en- 
lightening and stimulating. It is to be 
hoped that adult purchasers of the 
book will take a peek into its rich con- 
tents before consigning it to thirteen- 


selections 


year-olds. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BrspLicAL INTERPRE- 
TATION, Volume I. By Menachem 
M. Kasher. American Biblical En- 
cyclopedia Society. $6.50. 


This is the first of a thirty-five volume 
opus which gathers together virtually 
all of the myriads of rabbinical com- 
ments on the Bible. The truly monu- 
mental work is being rendered into 
English by Rabbi Harry Freedman of 
London and a committee, and is being 
sponsored by a group of distinguished 
American Jewish scholars and _ altru- 
ists. In addition to the rich contents, 
the book contains as dessert, essays on 
the Biblical concept of time, the atom 
in Jewish sources, creation and the 
theory of evolution, and creation and 
brotherhood. Remarkably, this highly 
scholarly work makes intriguing read- 
ing for laymen as well as rabbis. 


Eari.y AMERICAN Jewry, Volume Two. 
By Jacob R.Marcus. Jewish Publi- 


cation Society. $4.00. 


Along with the first volume, this work 
by the professor of history at the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish  Insti- 
tute of Religion is the definitive source 
of information about the very earliest 
Jewish arrivals on American shores. 
Like its predecessor, the book charm- 
ingly and engagingly chronicles all 
which diligent study has disclosed 
about the Jewish pioneers. The book 
discloses the full truth about Haym 
Salomon and many other lesser-known 
personalities. The final section, sum- 
marizing the nature of the entire Jew- 
ish exodus to America up to 1800 is 
invaluable for an understanding of the 
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implications of the forthcoming. ter- 
centennial celebration of Jewish life 
in the United States. 


EpUCATION OF THE JEWISH CHILD. By 
Richard C. Hertz. Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations. $3.00. 


A full-length, lucidly written descrip- 
tion of the Reform Jewish religious 
school system. Based on the author’s 
survey of American Liberal congrega- 
tions, the book reports considerable 
progress in transmitting the Jewish 
heritage to the Jewish child, but also 
many shortcomings. Chief needs, dis- 
covered by the rabbi-author: more 
time, more curricular standardization, 
more parental interest and education, 
textbooks stressing religious ideals, 
more money. 


Stories OF Kine Davin. By Lillian S. 
Freehof. The Jewish Publication 
Society of America. $3.00. 


Too few Jewish juveniles of beauty 
and worth are available. Doubly wel- 
come, therefore, are these romantic 
and imaginative tales spun around the 
life of King David, highlighting the 
Biblical events that festooned his life. 
The rendition of these age-old legends 
into juvenile prose constitutes a real 
“find” for parent and teacher alike. 


Mopern Hesrew. By Eliezer Rieger. 
Philosophical Library. $3.75. 


The Army taught the GI’s foreign 
languages quickly. The man who help- 
ed the Army teach its men Hebrew is 
the author of this book and in it he 
describes his fascinating technique. To 
master a language, one need not be 
burdened with all the grammar and 
syntax of the conventional methods. 
argues the author. The description of 
his shortcut methods is preceded by a 
learned and revealing section on the 
nature of the Hebrew language. Ex- 
tremely choice is the inclusion of a list 
of words and expressions forming a 
“basic Hebrew.” An extremely helpful 
volume. The author is education dean 
of Jerusalem’s Hebrew University. 





Vow! A new easy-to-use 
parliamentary law manual 


PARLIAMENTARY 
PROCEDURE 
SIMPLIFIED 


by MELANIE F. MENDERSON 


Mrs. Menderson’s book brings a 
fresh new approach to parlia- 
mentary procedure ... one no 
club member should be without. 
Included are all motions, correct 
minutes, by-laws, reports, resolu- 
tions, convention rules, installa- 
tion services, and proper meeting 
procedure. 


$2.75 at your book store or write 
THE DALE PRESS 
3800 Reading Rd. 


Cincinnati 29, Ohio 














Religious Goods 
BOOKS - JEWELRY - NOVELTIES 
LIBERAL DISCOUNTS 


R ILLUSTRATE A 


The Jonathan David Co. 
136 Division St. New York 2, N. Y 
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RerorM Jewish Practice, Il. By Solo- 
mon Freehof. Hebrew Union College 
Press. $2.00. 


This second volume by Dr. Freehof 
makes it increasingly apparent that 
much of the heated discussion over a 
Reform guide of ritual practice is aca- 
demic. Such a guide is being formu- 
lated, much as was the Shulchan 
Aruch, by one man, expounding the 
current ritual practices of his genera- 
tion. Dr. Freehof seems to be doing 
for our generation what Joseph Caro 
did for his. Both men present their 
work without fanfare or warfare. Dr. 
Freehof seems to be merely recording 
and, only with the analogy of Caro, 
are we able to recognize the tremen- 
dous impact this quiet report is soon 
And thus every Reform 
Jew would do well to read this book 


to preduce. 


and thus familiarize himself with our 
current Reform practices and_ their 
roots in Jewish tradition. 





HELP OUR FAITH TO EXPAND 
Give Generously 
to the 
COMBINED CAMPAIGN FOR 
INSTITUTIONS OF 
REFORM JUDAISM 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 
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Birmingham Sisterhood Educates 
Congregation in Judaism 


A NOVEL project in adult education 
has been instituted by Temple Emanu- 
El Sisterhood, Birmingham,  Ala., 
which consists of sending pamphlets 
in the series entitled “Popular Studies 
in Judaism.” published by the UAHC, 
to all members of the congregation, 
students at college, and to personal 
friends. both Christian and Jewish. 
The idea behind this project is that 
Jews must be well informed about 
Judaism before they can dispel er- 
roneous notions about our faith and 
our people. 

The Sisterhood’s main objective has 
been to reach as many people as pos- 
sible. Those are interested in 
doing further reading are referred to 
the rabbi for suggestions. The only 
made of their readers is to 


who 


request 


study the pamphlets and keep them 


for future reference. The chairman 
of the Adult Education Committee, 
Miss Louise C. Levine, writes: “The 
reaction to our program has_ been 
amazing. There have been so many 
requests for additional pamphlets 


that we exceeded our budget in spite 
of the fact that our temple Board made 
an allocation.” At the annual Inter- 
faith Tea, copies of What Do the 


Jews Believe? were placed on a 
table. The supply was quickly ex- 
hausted. 

For this year the Sisterhood is plan- 
ning study groups based on_ these 


pamphlets. They are also planning to 
increase their distribution and to en- 
large the of their interfaith 


work. 


scope 


Sisterhoods Continue to Contribute 
to House of Living Judaism 


Jj st BEFORE the Biennial Assembly 
in April, 1953, an illuminated parch- 
ment plaque, listing the Sisterhoods 
who have attained the goal of a contri- 
bution equalling ten dollars per mem- 
ber since the building was erected, 
was hung in the Sisterhood Lounge in 
the Union House of Living Judaism 
Berg Memorial. This plaque is a com- 
panion-piece to the beautifully illu- 
minated fireplace wall, on which are 
listed the Sisterhoods who contributed 
ten dollars per-member before the 
building was completed. The Sister- 
hoods listed on the new plaque are: 
Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Alli- 
ance, Ohio: Temple Isaiah Sisterhood, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Adas Israel Sis- 
terhood, Henderson, Ky.; Temple 
Emanuel. Gastonia, N. C.; Schaarai 
Zedek Temple. Tampa, Fla.; Women’s 
Guild of the White Plains Jewish Cen- 








HONOR SCROLLS 


Citations. Certificates, 
Resolutions, Memorials 





Free Sketches and Estimates 


IRVING STAVSKY 
602 Amsterdam Ave., New York 24, N. Y. 











ter, White Plains, N. Y.; Temple 
Mickve Israel, Savannah, Ga.; Adath 
Joseph Sisterhood, St. Joseph, Mo.; 
Temple Emanuel Beau- 
mont, Texas; Temple Beth Sholem 
Sisterhood, Danville, Va.; Sisterhood 
of Nassau Community Temple, West 
Hempstead, N. Y.; Sisterhood of Tem- 
ple Sharey Tefilo, East Orange, N. J.; 
Temple Women’s Association Tifereth 
Israel, Cleveland, Ohio; Shaare Emeth 
Sisterhood, St. Louis, Mo.; Women’s 
Organization of the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue, New York, N. Y.; Sister- 
hood Beth Sholem People’s Temple. 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Women’s Guild of 
the ree Synagogue of Westchester, 
Mount Vernon, N. Y.; Temple Emanu- 
El Sisterhood, Wichita, Kansas. 

The plaque is to be cumulative and 
the names of other Sisterhoods will be 
added as they fill their quotas. Since 
the plaque was hung, the Bluefield- 
Princeton Sisterhood, Bluefield, W. 
Va., has reached the goal. 

At the same time as the plaque was 
hung. a second volume of the Book of 
Living Judaism was prepared. This, 
too, will be cumulative and for each 
contribution of ten dollars a name may 
be recorded in honor or in memory. 


Sisterhood, 
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Correspondence 
School 


Because American Jews have been 
increasingly aware of a need for add- 
ing to their knowledge of Jewish be- 
liefs, history and culture, the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods is 
cooperating with the Commission on 
Jewish Education of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations in 
providing correspondence courses in 
various fields of Jewish knowledge. 

These courses were intended chiefly 
for people who live in remote places 
not served by a rabbi. However, the 
students are in all parts of the country: 
in New York as well as in Fort Smith, 
Ark.; in Kokomo, Ind. and in Prince- 
ton, N. J. Some of the students are 
preparing to teach in religious schools; 
others study because they feel the 
need for increasing knowledge of their 
heritage. The most potent incentive of 
all, perhaps, is the need to be able 
to answer their children’s questions 
about Judaism. 

The courses cover such varied sub- 
jects as The Bible and Jewish Life 
Today, Jewish Customs and Ceremo- 
nies, A Bird’s-Eye View of Jewish 
History, American Jewish History and 
Leading a Jewish Life in the Modern 
W orld. 

Anyone interested in further infor- 


mation about these courses should 
write to the Commission on Jewish 
Education, 838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 21, N. Y. . 





Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Sr. 
1880-1953 


The National Federation of Tem- 
ple Sisterhoods deeply mourns 
the passing of one of its past 
presidents, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, 
Sr., of Highland Park, Ill. Mrs. 
Hartmann was widely known as a 
distinguished communal leader. 
She served NFTS as Chairman of 
the Committee on Youth Activi- 
ties, as National Treasurer, and 
as National President from 1941- 
1946. 

May her blessed memory long 
endure for lasting inspiration. 
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Nineteenth NFTS Biennial Assembly 
April 18-23 





MRS. LEON L. WATTERS, New York, Past President 


of NFTS, installs new officers and members of Execu- 
tive Committee. From left, Mrs. Albert Farber, Elkins 
Park, Pa.; Mrs. Jerome L. Salm, Houston, Recording 
Secretary; Mrs. David Zielonka, Tampa, Fla.; Mrs. 
Henry Monsky, W. Los Angeles, First Vice-President; 
Mrs. Sol Gitson, Shaker Heights, Ohio, Second Vice- 





PRESENT PORTRAIT — Mrs. A. F. Klein (left), 
Greensboro, N. C., President, NFTS District No. 20, 
presents portrait of Mrs. Abram Simon (right), Wash- 
ington, D. C., founder and first President of NFTS, 
to Mrs. Julius Mark (extreme right), New York, who 
accepted on behalf of NFTS. 





TROPHIES PRESENTED — Mrs. Folkman presents 
Blanche R. Stolz Trophies to representatives of Sister- 
hood of Temple Judah, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; McKinley 
Avenue Temple Sisterhood, Canton, Ohio; Temple 
Beth Israel Sisterhood, Portland, Oregon. 
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Hotel Roosevelt, New York 





President; Mrs. Julius Mark, New York; Mrs. Abram 
Simon, Washington, Honorary President; Mrs. Wat- 
ters; Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, New Rochelle, N. Y., out- 
going President; Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer, President; 
Mrs. Clarence C. Strasburger, Knoxville; Mrs. Harry 
W. Jacobson, W. Des Moines, Third Vice-President; 
Mrs. Irving E. Hollobow, Evanston, III., Treasurer. 





AWARDS GIVEN — Mrs. Jerome Folkman (right), 
Bexley, Ohio, presents Uniongram awards to repre- 
sentatives of Baltimore Hebrew Congregation, Balti- 
more, Md.; Sisterhood of Temple Beth El, Providence, 
R. [.; Sisterhood of Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 





Sa 


PROGRAM CONTEST WINNERS—Mrs. Sam Mohr 
(2nd from rt.), Atlanta, presents awards in program 
contests to Sisterhood representatives of Temples 
Emanuel, Dallas: Rodef Shalom, Pittsburgh; Har 
Sinai, Baltimore; Beth El, Knoxville; Euclid Avenue 
Temple, Cleveland. 
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Here and There 
in the Sisterhood World 


A PARADE OF HATS, depicting holidays 
and events in Jewish history, was the 
highlight of a meeting of the Ladies 
Aid Society of United Hebrew Temple 
in St. Louis, Mo. The Burning of the 


Temple, Queen Esther, Passover, 
Shabos, Sukos, King Solomon and 


his loves, and Moses at Mt. Sinai were 
depicted. 


A QUESTIONNAIRE sent to all the Pro- 
gram Chairmen in District No. 20 
(Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico) disclosed the 
following: 75 per cent plan their pro- 
grams on the long term plan (a year 
in advance) ; 70 per cent feel that the 
programs play an important part in 
the attendance; some Sisterhoods had 
six or more programs during the year 
with a Jewish theme; many had three 
or four Jewish programs; all who used 
the Holiday Table idea for an Inter- 
faith program voted it the most suc- 
cessful of the year; the majority opin- 
ion was that the most popular 
programs were those in which the 
members participated (especially Skits 
on Sisterhood). 


AMID A BACKGROUND of “Paris in the 


Spring.” the Temple Women’s Asso- 


ciation, Cleveland, Ohio, held an un- 
usual Arts and Crafts Show. The 
display tables were turned into carts, 
complete with wheels and handles, in 
yellow, green and brown. The stage 
became a sidewalk cafe with pretty 
little tables banked by rows of fresh 
flowers and greens. Refreshments were 
served from decorated rolling carts by 
hostesses in green smocks complete 
with artists’ bows and berets. The ex- 


hibit included sculpture, needlework, 


paintings, books, flower arrangements, 


photographs, textiles, ceramics, ete. 


There were demonstrations in weaving. 


textile printing, painting and enamel- 


ing. Over 75 women placed entries in 


the show. It was estimated that be- 
tween six and seven hundred people 


attended. 


Your Youne Cuitp Meets’ Rett- 
GION is the title of the very Junior 
Study Group conducted by the Sister- 
hood of Central Synagogue of Nassau 
County, Rockville Centre. N. Y. All 
four-year-olds are 
story-telling hours. 


THE SisterHoop of the Northern 
Area Command has recently been 


formed in Frankfurt. Germany. Com- 


Saranac Lake Sisterhood Aids 
Jewish Tubercular Patients 


Tue SISTERHOOD of the Jewish Com- 
munity Center of Saranac Lake has 
only twenty members but, under the 
chairmanship of Mrs. Morris Edel- 
berg, it is helping make brighter the 
lives of the Jewish patients at the vari- 
ous tuberculosis institutions of the 
area. When the patient arrives, the 
Sisterhood sends him (or her) a plant. 
Then the social worker (who is paid 
by the Sisterhood) calls on the patient 
and continues her calls throughout his 
stay in Saranac Lake. During the 
month of June. the Sisterhood presents 
a luncheon party for the patients, fol- 
lowed by a boat ride. In July, the Sis- 


terhood gives them a picnic at one of 
the state parks, serving all the usual 
picnic foods. They are taken on auto- 
mobile rides throughout the summer 
months. 

Baskets of traditional foods are sent 
to these patients for every holiday. At 
Chanuko, the Sisterhood gives a dinner 
at the Center and at Pesach a Seder. 
Complete dinners are sent to those 
who are not able to attend. The Sister- 
hood is always ready to supply any 
foods that cannot be obtained at the 
sanatoria. All the food is prepared, 
cooked, packed and delivered by the 


members. 
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invited to these 


posed of Army wives and U. S. em- 
ployees in the area, the group engages 
in social, cultural and charitable activi- 
ties. One of its most effective projects 
is a Hospital Visitation program. Not 
only the Jewish patients but also the 
Christian men look forward to the 
weekly visit of the committee. 


A TWELVE-FOOT 
effective background for the presenta- 
tion of an original dramatic program 
by the Sisterhood of Temple Israel of 
Detroit. The program, prepared by 
Mrs. Harry Landman, ‘s entitled A 
UNIONGRAM Speaks. Tie 
the Uniongram opened to snow living 


UNIONGRAM Was an 


doors in 


pictures of events that occur in the 
Sisterhood 
Added meaning was given to such cere- 
monies as birth, Bar Mitzvah, confir- 


lives of most members. 


mation and marriage. 


THE CHILDREN of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
encourage their parents to come to 
temple. The Hattiesburg Sisterhood 
awards gold stars to those children in 
the religious school whose parents 
come to Friday night services. It has 
proven to be a most effective stimulant 
to temple attendance. 





MAKE CHANUKO 
| LIVE IN YOUR HOME 


with 
New UAHC Chanuko 
Record Album 


JOHN CONTE, Narrator 
Professional Cast 
\ Holiday Gift You Will 
Be Proud to Present 
Album Containing 2 10” 
Non-Breakable Records 
$3.50 
Special Discounts to 
Sisterhood Gift Shops 
Audio-Visual Dept., UAHC 
838 Firru Ave. 
New York 21, N. Y. 
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Celebrate 


ROSH HASHA 





















ALL LOFT’S 
CANDIES ARE 
KOSHER... 
PREPARED 
UNDER THE 
PERSONAL 
SUPERVISION 
OF RABBI 
J.M.CHARLOP 
AND RABBI 
S. REICHMAN 





There is no better way to express 
your ‘‘Happy New Year”’ 


than with LOFT’S superb chocolates... 


finer quality, more delicious, Little Aristocrats 
LOFT’S famous chocolate 
sensibly priced ! miniatures including truffles, fruits, 


nuts, and crisp & chewies. 
Dark or Milk Chocolate 


The most meaningful New Year's Greeting 
$17.539 the pound 


-.» LOFT’S delicious chocolates in symbolical 


‘““Yomtoudige”’ blue, gold, and white gift box. All Fruits and Nuts 
Dark or Milk Chocolate 


$7.49 the pound 


Best Wishes for a Happy New Year and a Sweet One... APN AAW Aw? 


-- areal “Meha’yeh”! 
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Findings of NFTB’s 
Survey— No. | 


How Much Religious 
Education Do You Want 
for Your Children? 


Vation-wide interest was centered in 


the survey recently conducted by the 


NFTB to determine 


Reform laymen’s 


attitudes towards Jewish ceremonies 
and observances in the synagogue 
and the home. A_ preview of the 
findings was given at the UAHC Bi- 


ennial Convention in New York last 
April, and further discussion of the 
survey will take place at the 
Biennial Convention in St. Louis, No- 


vember 8-10. 


VFTB 





Do you want religious 
education for your children? 






YES 99% NO I% 


How many days a week? 


Leyes e 


ONE 66% TWO ns THREE 8% FOUR 4% 











The survey was conducted by the 
VFTBSurvey Committee, chairmanned 
by Past President S. Herbert Kauf- 
of Harrisburg, Pa., 
tion with the UAHC Committee on Re- 
headed by Rabbi Mor- 


ton M. Berman, of Chicago. It was de- 


man, in coopera- 


form Practice, 


signed to help determine whether there 
should be a code or a guide of Reform 
practices to aid UAHC Congregations 
and their memberships. 
Ten thousand Reform 
cent of the Reform con- 
stituency, from 455 congregations 
affiliated with the UAHC, were select- 
ed at random to receive the 


Jewish lay- 


men, 8 per 


question- 
naire A total of 1,418 
of the filled out 
and returned, a very high percentage 
over ]4 per cent, particu- 


by direct mail. 
questionnatres were 


of return, 
larly in view of such a lengthy ques- 
tionnaire, comprising 171 questions. 
High points of the survey will be re- 
ported in a series of articles, of which 


this is the first. 


, A’°5 REFORM JEWS want re- 
ligious education for their children to 
the extent of 100 to 1. 

How much religious education do 
Reform Jews want for their children? 
The survey revealed that 66 per cent 
a week; 22 


want one day per cent want 
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two days a week; 8 per cent three days 
and 4 per cent four days. 
findings are most interesting 


a subject of current 


These 
because this is 
debate 

Almost 75 per cent want their chil- 
Hebrew. Fifty-one 


in many congregations. 
dren to be taught 
per cent want one day of Hebrew edu- 
34 per cent want two 
and 15 per cent want 


cation a week, 
days a week, 
more. 

American 


Only one out of eleven 


Reform Jews believe in Jewish paro- 


chial or day schools. 
Bar Mitzvah 

One of the most conclusive findings 
of the report is that Bar Mitzvah, the 
traditional rite of inducting a boy of 
thirteen into the congregation, is prac- 
ticed in varying degrees in 92 per cent 
of the Reform temples, and 77 per 
cent of the laymen answering the poll 
endorse this practice. While the survey 
showed that 45 per cent of the laymen 
would prefer that their sons wear a 
talis at the Bar Mitzvah 
only 21 per cent would want a hat to 


ceremony, 


be worn during the ceremony. 





Do you believe your children 
should be taught Hebrew? 





/ 


/ 





TWO 34% 


ONE 51% 


MORE 15% 
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Do you believe Bas Mitzvah? 


in Bar Mitzvah? 








NO 59% 
coy wa 
1Q, 
ea ms] 
NO 13% YES 41% 











The recently instituted rite of Bas 
Mitzvah for girls has spread to the ex- 
tent that it is now observed in 35 per 
cent of American Reform 
tions and 41 per cent of the Reform 


congrega- 


Jews answering the poll endorse this 
practice. 

More than 60 per cent of the Reform 
congregations of America confirm 
their children at the age of fifteen or 
older. Sixty-two per cent of the con- 
gregations conduct their confirmation 
services on Shovuos. 


No Regional Reform 


The results, which were tabulated by 
five regions of the country, generally 
indicate that there is no regional Re- 
form Judaism in America. The only 
exceptions are a small disparity in 
certain observances. In the Northeast 
and the Northwest. for example, more 
than 95 per cent of the temples have 
Bar Mitzvah and 85 per cent of the 
congregants approve; however, in the 
Southeast only 61 per cent have Bar 
Mitzvah and only 64 per cent of the 
people approve. 

Other attitudes of the Reform laity 
toward Jewish practices will be re- 
ported in future articles. 


Welcome, New 
Affiliates 


Latest additions to NFTB: Culver 
City. Calif... TEMPLE AKIBA  MEN’S 
cLuB. Pres., Joseph Rund;  Rock- 
ford, Il.. TEMPLE BETH EL BROTHER- 
Hoop, Pres.. William Laven: Wash- 
ington, D. C.. TEMPLE SINAI MEN’S 


cLuB, Pres., Joseph M. Sitrick; Albu- 
querque. N. M.. TEMPLE ALBERT 
MEN’s CLUB, Pres., Dr. Morris Haas. 
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MAN-OF-THE-YEAR Award of NFTB’s Metropolitan Conference was _pre- 
sented June 10 to Arthur Hays Sulzberger, center, president and publisher of 
the New York Times, by Joseph F. Finkelstein, left, Brooklyn, retiring presi- 
dent, and Irwin M. Flaster, incoming president, both NFTB Board members, 
at an installation dinner at the Hotel Delmonico in New York. 


New Program Guide Produced by NFTB 


NFTB propucep and sent to all affil- ers, including the popular participa- 


iated brotherhoods this summer a new 
Program Guide, presenting successful 
experiences of temple men’s clubs 
throughout the country in projecting 
their religious, cultural and 
programs. The contains the 
NFTB Lecture Bureau announcement 
for 1953-54, and suggestions for many 


social 


guide 


types of programs other than speak- 


tion type programs. 

The Program Guide has been de- 
signed as a reference to varied types 
of meetings and projects, and should 
materially assist member clubs in ef- 


fectively planning a stronger brother- 
hood in service to their temple, their 
membership and their faith. It is avail- 
able at NFTB headquarters. 








7% NK * 
heal 
Bring them to worship this week 





RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE THEME, shown above, will be displayed 
on thousands of car cards, outdoor billboards, in newspapers and on radio 
and television, starting in November, to urge all Americans to attend the 
church or synagogue of their choice. To tie in with the campaign, NFTB 
will continue its ““‘War on Indifference” temple attendance project, sending 
all UAHC congregations and affiliates a revised Temple Attendance Kit. 
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Convention Nov. 8-10 
at St. Louis Marks 
30th Year of NFTB, 


60th of JCS 


r.. HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES, the 


30th of the National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods and the 60th of 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society, will 
be marked by delegates from brother- 
hoods throughout the country at their 
XVth Biennial Convention at the Ho- 
tel Jefferson in St. Louis, November 
8, 9 and 10. 

The national convention committee, 
chairmanned by Dr. Daniel J. 
Schwartz, of Baltimore, and the local 
convention committee, headed by Ely 
E. Goldwasser, of St. Louis, have been 
hard at work for more than a year 
planning the program. 


Home Hospitality 


A low registration fee of $17.50 for 
men and $12.50 for their ladies, includ- 
ing three luncheons, a banquet, a din- 
ner-dance and showboat party, has 
been made possible through a large en- 
tertainment fund raised by the four St. 
Louis brotherhoods. An outstanding 
program of home hospitality and a 
varied program of entertainment for 
the ladies has been arranged by the 
St. Louis hosts. 

NFTB President Harold W. Du- 
binsky, of St. Louis, extending a per- 
sonal invitation to all temple men’s 
club members to be present, declared: 





In the Journal of the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, Rabbi 
Ferdinand Isserman, of Temple Israel. 
St. Louis, tells of the marriage cere- 
mony once conducted by the late 
Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch of Chicago at 
a country club where 200 wedding 
guests were assembled. Asked Dr. 
Hirsch of the couple, “Do both of you 
agree that you want to marry each 
other? Tf so. answer in the affirma- 
tive.” They did. “I declare you man 
and wife, and God bless you.” said 
Rabbi Hirsch. and that was the end of 
the ceremony. When puzzled guests 
asked the reason for the brevity of the 


“Now more than ever, we need leader- 
ship in our brotherhood movement, 
and one of the best ways to develop 
it is through attendance at an NFTB 
Biennial. This year’s convention will 
be one of the best planned in our 
federation’s history. The speeches will 
be short, but we will have full discus- 
sion of all major brotherhood prob- 
lems. Every delegate and official visi- 
tor will have a worthwhile and enjoy- 
able time.” 

All affiliated men’s clubs are urged 
to send full delegations. The number 
of voting delegates to which a club 
is entitled is based on its membership, 
but there is no limit to the number 
of official visitors. Registration data 
may be obtained from brotherhood 
secretaries or from NFTB. 


Full Program 


The convention will begin with a 
Sunday brunch, which will be followed 
by seminars on brotherhood problems. 
In the evening all out-of-town dele- 
gates will be entertained in St. Louis 
homes preceding a dinner-dance and 
showboat party. 

Monday will be devoted to brother- 
hood business sessions. All local 
presidents will be guests of NFTB at 
a breakfast meeting. Rabbi Maurice 





HOTEL JEFFERSON in St. Louis, 


headquarters for NFTB Convention. 


N. Eisendrath, president of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, 
will be the speaker at a luncheon 
meeting. 

Monday evening will feature ar 
open discussion on “Trends in Reform 
Judaism,” highlighted by results of 
NFTB’s recent survey of Reform lay- 
men’s attitudes towards Jewish prac- 
tices. 

Tuesday morning’s program will be 
devoted to JCS, and a luncheon meet- 
ing will honor Rabbi Julian Morgen- 
stern, president emeritus of Hebrew 
Union College, the first JCS college 
lecturer, and Dr. P. P. Claxton, for- 
mer U. S. Commissioner of Education, 
who inspired JCS to embark on its 
college program. It also is hoped to 
have a premiere showing of a new JCS 
motion picture at this session. The 
closing business meeting of the con- 
vention will follow. 

A nationally famous personality will 
address the biennial banquet Tuesday 
night, officers will be installed, and 
the festivities will end with a dance. 
The next day, November 11th, is Ar- 
mistice Day, a legal holiday. 

Every brotherhood member who has 
attended an NFTB Biennial knows it 
is a memorable event. Don’t miss this 
one. Meet you in St. Louis! 





CHUCKLES 





ceremony, Hirsch replied, “Well, they 
asked me to make it short!” 


Rasst Barnett R. Brickner, of Cleve- 
land’s Euclid Avenue Temple, tells of 
the query he once received about the 
Kiddush from a member of a church 
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youth group which had witnessed a 
Sabbath eve service. “Rabbi,” he was 
asked, “what’s the meaning of that 
drinking song?” 


Rapsst Jay Kaufman, assistant to Dr. 
Kisendrath, tells about the visitor to 
the House of Living Judaism-Berg 
Memorial who said she was Orthodox 
and was somewhat derisive about Re- 
form. Seeing the inscription on the 
front of the building (“Love thy 
neighbor as_ thyself’), she said, 
“Couldn’t you Reformers choose a 
verse from the Old Testament?” 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 





SIXTY YEARS OF JCS 


Some Thoughts Regarding Its Past, Present and Future 


M ANY BROTHERHOOD members are 


surprised to learn that their major 
educational project, the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society, is twice as old as the 
National Federation of Temple Broth- 
erhoods. I literally “grew up” with the 
Society. I was four years of age 
when my revered father, Rabbi Henry 
Berkowitz. founded the organization in 
1893. I well recall the early years of 
the Society's growth, and have fol- 
lowed its great expansion in later 
years, especially since it was adopted 
by the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods fourteen years ago. 

In this notable 60th anniversary 
year, which we shall fittingly com- 
memorate at our coming Biennial 
Convention in November. we derive 
satisfaction from the fact that the 
house which radiates “enlightenment 
through education” is built on a solid 
foundation. 

That past of the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society was one of great struggle. but 
always was marked by progress. The 
work of the Society in its first three to 
four decades was of a different nature 
than it was in the years that followed. 
It involved education of the Jew about 
his own religion, at a time when Lib- 
eral Judaism was in its infancy and 
before other organizations appeared in 
the field to take over this vital need. 
In those early years, through the her- 
culean efforts of its founder, who was 
also the chancellor of the Society 


4n honorary member of the NFTB-JCS 
Board and a life member of JCS, Mr. 
Berkowitz is the author of THrt BELoveD 
Rapsl, the biography of his father. 


26 


by Max E. Berkowitz 





THE LATE RABBI 
HENRY BERKOWITZ 


throughout his lifetime. reading circles 
on subjects of Jewish interest were es- 
tablished. Their popularity spread 
rapidly among the larger Jewish com- 
munities throughout the land and the 
work was further enhanced by the 
publication of “textbooks” written by 
some of the leading rabbis and lay- 
men of the day and distributed under 
the Society's auspices. 


Summer Assemblies 

There were summer assemblies, at- 
tended by delegates from all sections 
of the country and modeled after the 
Christian assemblies at Lake Chautau- 
qua. At these meetings. men of na- 
tional prominence spoke on topics of 
the day, religious and_ otherwise. 


Among them were President Theodore 
Roosevelt; Wu Ting Fang, Chinese 
ambassador to the United States; 
Abram I. Elkus, ambassador to Tur- 
key, who also wes president of the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society for a time, 
and Dr. Emil G. Hirsch. noted rabbi 
and one of the most profound scholars 
of his day. 

The Society sponsored normal school 
courses. to train Jewish teachers for 
our religious schools. It developed a 
correspondence school for teachers in 
smaller communities too remote to be 
reached otherwise. Thirteen textbooks 
were published by the Society and 
circulated among the enrolled students. 

It was not until 1909, however, that 
the Society began sending lecturers on 
Jewish subjects to the colleges, a 
work that is now the principal fune- 
tion of the organization. Rabbi Julian 
Morgenstern, then a professor and 
now president emeritus of Hebrew 
Union College, was the first JCS col- 
lege lecturer, at the University of 
Tennessee summer school of the South. 
It is interesting to note that this de- 
velopment came about through the 
suggestions made to Rabbi Berkowitz 
by Dr. P. P. Claxton, then United 
States Commissioner of Education. 
This broad-minded American had been 
the principal speaker at one of the 
summer assemblies and there ex- 
pressed his conviction that “the tre- 
mendous force and genius of the Jew 
is a factor of exceedingly great value 
in the development of American life. 
The wonderful contribution the Jews 
have made to the history of civiliza- 
tion should be more generally known. 
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AN EARLY JCS GROUP 
DATE: 1901 


Your people have in America the first 
real opportunity to express them- 
selves under conditions of freedom.” 


College Program Launched 

Meeting that friendly and inspira- 
tional challenge, the Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society made its first contacts 
with American colleges and sent forth 
its first lecturers to bring to non- 
Jewish student bodies and faculties an 
understanding of what the Jew really 
is and what he stands for, as exempli- 
fied by his glorious past, with scrupu- 
lous avoidance of controversial issues 
or a propagandistic approach. 

What has happened since the JCS 
was taken over by our Brotherhood 
organization as its national project? 
The number of college engagements 
has grown steadily; this season they 
reached a peak of 430. A total of 870 
colleges in the United States and 
Canada have been covered. 

Other phases of JCS work have 
grown apace under the aegis of the 
brotherhoods. In a score of universi- 
ties, JCS resident lectureships of high 





scholastic prestige and _ popularity 
have been established. To educate 
Christian teen-agers, JCS has sent 
rabbis for week-long visits to 250 
summer church camps. Finally, to 
follow up the rabbis’ appearance on 
the campus, JCS has donated some 
30,000 Jewish reference books to col- 


lege libraries. 


What of the Future? 


What about the future of JCS? 
With 430 colleges covered in one sea- 
son, have we reached a_ saturation 
point? Have we exhausted the possi- 
bilities of the Christian summer camps. 
or sent as many volumes of Judaica to 
the college libraries as are needed? 
The answer to these questions obvi- 
ously is “no.” There are some 1,800 
accepted schools of higher learning in 
the U.S.A. The Christian summer 
camp movement is steadily growing 
in popularity. And, the Society has 
been unable to fulfill all of the col- 
leges’ actual requests for Jewish refer- 
ence books, only because of lack of 
sufficient funds. 

The potential is there for a definite 
and positive expansion of all these 
vital functions of our organization, 
and to it we should add other im- 
portant developments that might well 
expand our horizon. Radio and tele- 
vision offer great possibilities in the 
field of education. We hope to see both 
used in our Chautauqua work, to reach 
a vast audience with the message of 
Judaism and its great past. 

Whatever expansion along these 
lines the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
might undertake is strictly up to you. 
Thousands of members of our broth- 





WILLIAM B. HACKENBERG 
FIRST JCS PRESIDENT 


erhoods, 
Jews already are members of JCS. 
The greater number have not yet 
joined. Our men’s clubs have _ their 
social, civic and 


congregations and other 


local endeavors 
above all, religious. These are their 
“inside” projects. To broaden the 
NFTB took 
over this great national 
project, which the well-known Maclver 
Report has termed “the most positive 
interpreting to 


brotherhoods’ outlook. 
“outside” 


work in this area... 
other groups the significance of the 
Jewish faith.” 

With such encomiums, duplicated 
hundreds of times by the nation’s lead- 
ing educators and religionists, what 
better time can we choose than now. 
the sixtieth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Jewish Chautauqua Society, 
to give this great and vital work our 
moral and our financial support? 





Six New JCS Life Members 





NEW JCS LIFE MEMBERS—J. Rob- 
ert Arkush (left) and Louis Fein. Mr. 
Arkush, past president of the Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple Men’s Club, Los 
Angeles, is on the NFTB-JCS Board. 


Six $1000 LIFE MEMBERSHIPS in the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society were taken 
out recently, bringing the total to 52. 
The new ones are: Herbert Henschel, 
the sixth from Temple Israel Brother- 
hood, New Rochelle. N. Y.; J. Robert 
Arkush, Los Angeles; Louis Fein, 
Temple Israel Men’s Club, New York, 
in memory of his wife; Southern Cali- 
fornia Council, NFTB, in memory of 
Rabbi Phineas Smoller; Washington 
Hebrew Congregation, D. C., the first 
temple to become a JCS life member: 
and Temple Sholom 


Chicago. 
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Men’s Club. 





THE LATE RABBI PHINEAS SMOL- 
LER, widely mourned UAHC Western 
Regional director, in whose memory 
NFTB Southern California Council 
enrolled as a JCS life member. 
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(Continued from page 25) 
IN THE piquant newspaper, The Caro- 
lina Israelite, which consists entirely 
of rambling but penetrating editorials, 


Editor Harry Golden tells about a 
congregation where “one week the 


rabbi takes the Torah out on Friday 
night without a yarmelke and the fol- 
lowing week he takes the Torah out 
on Saturday morning with a_ yar- 
melke.” Mrs. Louis Marks, of the In- 


dianapolis Hebrew Congregation, de- 


scribes a similar congregation and 
says that the members call it “Re- 
formodox.” 


Rasest David L. Greenberg, Temple 
Beth Israel, Calif., tells about 
the youngster who, when told that the 
word “ain't” was improper, asked, 
“Then why do we sing, ‘Ain’t Kalo- 
haynu’ in Sunday school?” 


Fresno, 


More Book Reviews 


THe Neep For Roots. By Simone 
Weil. Tr. from the French by Ar- 
thur Wills. Putnam. $4.00. 


A saintly French Jewess begged to 
be parachuted into France during the 
late war to work with the Resistance 
movement. When refused, Simone 
Weil took up the task of speaking to 
her countrymen and providing them 
with a philosophy for life under Occu- 
pation. The impact of this essay was 
one of the most sweeping and power- 
ful of the decade. 


WanperInGc Star. By Sholom Aleic- 
hem. Crown Press. $3.00. 


In our culturally anemic Jewish age, 
a translation of a Sholom Aleichem 


volume is like a blood transfusion. 
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And what a delightful divertissement 
to visit with the vibrant East European 
Jews who people the master’s stories, 
to cluck over such things as the scan- 
dal when the cantor’s daughter runs 
off with the local “Rothschild.” Here 
is caviar for the reader even though 
the enjoyment is somewhat diluted by 
the awareness that the world described 
has been blotted out. With rare lapses 
into Americanisms, the translation re- 
tains the flavor of the original Yiddish. 


Or Gop, THE DEVIL AND THE JEws. 
By Dagobert D. Runes. Philosophi- 
cal Library. $3.00. 


A series of jabs into the solar plexus 
of bigotry. In an admixture of polem- 
ics and colloquialisms, the author 
sardonically hauls mankind, and par- 
ticularly Christianity, before the bar 
of justice on the charge of going to 
the devil instead of God for guidance. 
“T venture to say ” writes Runes, “that 
the men who run our churches and 
schools could destroy the hydra of 
race hatred in one year were they to 
stand up and speak earnestly of the 
great evil.” 
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NEW YORK ¢ BROOKLYN e BRONX e 


Anything that comes so close to the human heart as 
taking care of the final arrangements for some beloved member of 
the family is surely a little too sacred to be regarded as a business 
transaction and nothing more... . 
of all that the letter calls for, and all that the spirit can provide. 
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Riverside’s service assures you 
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One of the most successful methods for raising 
funds. 
of Yahrzeit, 
Tablets, etc. 
“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 
UNITED STATES BRONZE SIGN CO.,_ INC. 
570 Broadway, Dept. AJ, New York 12, N. Y. 


For suggestions, send for FREE catalog 
Donor, Officers and Committee 
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FOLDING CHAIRS 
OUTLAST 
ALL OTHERS! 


Unequaled for strength, 
comfort, safety, convenience 
OVER 10 MILLION NOW IN USE! 4 
Choice of 3 seat styles... Formed Birch Plywood... 
All Steel... Imitation-Leather Upholstered 


LOWEST PER YEAR COST! 
pfo====MAIL COUPON TODAY !=aeaanay 


AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
DEPT. 155, GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 
O Please send your latest brochure on 

AMERICAN SEATING FOLDING CHAIRS. 
C2 I am interested in ___ (quantity) 
O Wood seats OC Steel seats © Upholstered 
O For School © For Church 
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TRAVELTO ISRAEL IN ISRAEL SHIPS 
xaeenunneun 


WEEKLY SAILINGS FROM MARSEILLES, 
FRANCE AND ITALIAN PORTS TO 


Israel 


Know the thrill 
of being a part 
of Israel from 
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the moment you 


come aboard ship! 


ONE WAY $84 & up 
ROUND TRIP $151208 up 


consult your travel agent 
or the general agents. 








AMERICAN -ISRAELI SHIPPING CO.. INC. 
27 William Street, New York 5 
telephone Digby 4-7600 
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Sat Eve Post Calls Sam Levenson 
“Brainiest Comic on the Air’ 





Good News! Sam Levenson Has 
Written a Heartwarming Classic 
of American Jewish Humor 


Now Laugh With MEET THE FOLKS Including 
the Famous GUIDE TO BASIC YIDDISH Under 
This Unconditional Money Back Guarantee 


NEW YORK:—tThe sensation of TV—pedagogue 
turned comic—has now written a book full of 
the warm, salty folk humor that has made Sam 
Levenson famous throughout America. 

MEET THE FOLKS is packed with his 
rollicking stories of the old country—rio‘tovs 
examples of Jewish-American customs—droll 
lore of the Catskill vacationists—tendet spoofs 
at the problem of being a parent on New 
York’s teeming East Side. Plus a special sec- 
tion, For Men Only, that women readers are 
sure to look at first! 


“REPRESENTS THE TRADITION OF WILL 
ROGERS AND MARK TWAIN”—N.Y. TIMES 


Like other famous raconteurs, Levenson’s 
wit, humor and gentle satire bring a tug at the 
heart as well as tears of laughter to his listeners 
and readers. You will enjoy an immensely rich 
and human experience as you chuckle through 
the pages of MEET THE FOLKS. 


READ IT, 10 DAYS FREE! 


So certain are the publishers that you will 
be delighted with MEET THE FOLKS that 
they will send you the book now, let you keep 
it for 10 days and refund the entire purchase 
price if not completely satisfied. For your copy 
mail coupon below today! 


SOCUOCUCUCCCSCRCHORECCCECTRCOROCE RCE SR CREE OREO ER, 
= CITADEL PRESS, 120 E. 25 St., N. Y. 10 = 
= Please send me MEET THE FOLKS. I will = 
= deposit $2.00 plus few cents postage with post- 
= man and may return book in 10 days for full S 
# refund of purchase price if not completely § 
= satisfied : 
: BPC rerTererrirrerri sr te = 
pe EO eEPOPeT CTC Cr CTP TTT i ee a 
S City acne Zone State ; = 
= AJ-9 = 
7 SAVE POSTAGE CHARGES. Check box = 
= and enclose $2.00. Book will be sent postpaid. § 
- Same refund guarantee -~ 
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